
Public Building

in Law and Economy of  Classical Athens

Cristina CarusiCristina Carusi

Work-in-progress talk

The Center for Hellenic Studies

October, 20th 2011



Research lines

1 – Political and institutional procedure leading to the 

construction of  public buildings

2 – Legal relationship between the polis and the workmen 

paid to execute the building works

3 – Funding and financial management of  the works3 – Funding and financial management of  the works

Main categories of  inscriptions concerned

1 – Laws and decrees

2 – Building specifications

3 – Building commission accounts



Political and institutional procedure

Individual proposal  / probouleuma of  the Council

Decree of  the ekklesia

Project by architects / technical commission

Supervising role of  the boule

Poletai Commissions of epistatai Architects

Workmen and craftsmen executing the work

Supervising role of  the boule



Plu. Per. 13.4: πάντα δὲ διεῖπε καὶ πάντων

ἐπίσκοπος ἦν αὐτῷ Φειδίας.

Plu. Per. 13.7: τὰ δὲ Προπύλαια τῆς

ἀκροπόλεως ἐξειργάσθε µὲν ἐν πενταετίᾳ
Μνησικλέους ἀρχιτεκτονοῦντος.

Philoc. FGrHist 328 F 121: Καὶ τὸ ἄγαλµα

Institutional roles in the literary tradition

Philoc. FGrHist 328 F 121: Καὶ τὸ ἄγαλµα

τὸ χρυσοῦν τῆς Ἀθηνᾶς ἐστάθη εἰς τὸν νεὼν

τὸν µέγαν, ἔχον χρυσίου σταθµὸν ταλάντων

µδ, Περικλέους ἐπιστατοῦντος, Φειδίου δὲ
ποιήσαντος.

Strabo 9.1.12: (sc. Ἰκτῖνος) καὶ τὸν

Παρθενὼνα ἐποίησε τὸν ἐν ἀκροπόλει τῇ
Ἀθηνᾷ, Περικλέους έπιστατοῦντος τῶν

ἔργων.



Financial aspects

Economy dynamics

What were the sources of  the 

the money for the construction 

works?

Which materials were used? 

Did they came from Attica or 

Political scenario

Who paid for the building 

works?

5th c.

War booty?
4th c.

Private wealth?Did they came from Attica or 

were they imported?

Which types of  craftsmen and 

workmen took part in the 

construction?

How did public economy and 

private interest interact? What 

effects did they have on one 

another?

War booty?

Allied tribute?

Relationship 

between 

democracy 

and 

imperialistic 

policy

Private wealth?

Relationship 

between 

democracy and 

wealthy elites



Legal relationship between the polis and the workmen

Extra-Attic sources

ἐργώναι, ἐργωνέω, ἀποδίδωµι, ἐκδίδωµι

Public auctions
Entrepreneurs

IG XI 2, 145, ll. 10-11: τοῦ ∆ιοσκουρίου 
τὸν τοῖχον ἐξέδοµεν τὸµ πρὸς βορέαν ὑπὸ

Attic sources

µισθωταί, µισθωσάµενοι, ἀποµισθόω

Direct hiring
Daily workers and small craftsmen

IG II² 1668: ταῦτα ἅπαντα 
ἐξεργάσονται οἱ µισθωσάµενοι κατὰ

VS

τὸν τοῖχον ἐξέδοµεν τὸµ πρὸς βορέαν ὑπὸ
κήρυκος ἐν τῆι ἀγορᾶι κατὰ συγγραφὴν 
οἰκοδοµῆσαι Νίκωνι· ΗΗΗ 
IG XI 2, 287 A, l. 96: τὸν κοιλόσταθµον τοῦ
ναοῦ τοῦ ʼΑπόλλωνος ποιῆσαι ἠργώνησε
Κτησίας δραχµῶν łHHŁDP˙˙

Contract for services
(lat. locatio conductio operis; it. contratto d’opera; 
fr. contrat d’entreprise; ger. Werkvertrag)

ἐξεργάσονται οἱ µισθωσάµενοι κατὰ
τὰς συγγραφὰς καὶ πρὸς τὰ µέτρα 
καὶ πρὸς τὸ παράδειγµα, ὂ ἂν 
φράζηι ὁ ἀρχιτέκτων, καὶ ἐν τοῖς 
χρόνοις ἀποδώσοσιν, οἷς ἂν 
µισθώσωνται ἕκαστα τῶν ἔργων

Contract of  service or employment
(lat. locatio conductio operarum; it. 
contratto di lavoro; fr. contrat de travail; 
ger. Dienstvertrag)



Erechtheum accounts
(IG I³ 475, ll. 240-267)



The Alkmeonids at Delphi

Hdt. 2.180: Ἀµφικτυόντων δὲ µισθωσάντων τὸν ἐν ∆ελφοῖσι νῦν ἐόντα νηὸν τριηκοσίων 

ταλάντων ἐξεργάσασθαι (ὁ γὰρ ̟ρότερον ἐὼν αὐτόθι αὐτόµατος κατεκάη), τοὺς ∆ελφοὺς 

δὴ ἐ̟έβαλλε τεταρτηµόριον τοῦ µισθώµατος ̟αρασχεῖν.

Hdt. 5.61: ἐνθαῦτα οἱ Ἀλκµεωνίδαι ̟ᾶν ἐ̟ὶ τοῖσι Πεισιστρατίδῃσι µηχανώµενοι ̟αρʼ
Ἀµφικτυόνων τὸν νηὸν µισθοῦνται τὸν ἐν ∆ελφοῖσι, τὸν νῦν ἐόντα τότε δὲ οὔκω, τοῦτον 

ἐξοικοδοµῆσαι. οἷα δὲ χρηµάτων εὖ ἥκοντες καὶ ἐόντες ἄνδρες δόκιµοι ἀνέκαθεν ἔτι, τόν 

τε νηὸν ἐξεργάσαντο τοῦ ̟αραδείγµατος κάλλιον τά τε ἄλλα καὶ συγκειµένου σφι ̟ωρίνου 

λίθου ̟οιέειν τὸν νηόν, Παρίου τὰ ἔµ̟ροσθε αὐτοῦ ἐξε̟οίησαν.

“When the Amphictyons had hired out for three hundred talents the work of  

finishing the temple that now stands at Delphi (that which was formerly there having 

been burnt by pure mischance), it fell to the Delphians to provide a fourth part of  

the cost”.

“Then, in their desire to use all devices against the sons of  Pisistratus, they hired 

themselves to the Amphictyons for the building of  the temple at Delphi which now 

is but then as yet was not there. Being wealthy and like their fathers men of  

reputation, they wrought the temple into a fairer form than the model shown; in 

particular whereas they had agreed to build the temple of  tufa, they made its front 

of  Parian marble”.



The Athena Nike Decree

IG I³ 35, ll. 8-9: ajpomisqo'sai de; to;" 
poleta;" ejpi; te'" Leontivdo" prutaneiva"

“let the public vendors hire out the works 

within the pritany of  the tribe Leontis”.



Plutarch, Pericles Life 12.5

τοῖς µὲν γὰρ ἡλικίαν ἔχουσι καὶ ῥώµην αἱ στρατεῖαι τὰς ἀ̟ὸ τῶν κοινῶν εὐ̟ορίας

̟αρεῖχον, τὸν δʼ ἀσύντακτον καὶ βάναυσον ὄχλον οὔτʼ ἄµοιρον εἶναι ληµµάτων

βουλόµενος οὔτε λαµβάνειν ἀργὸν καὶ σχολάζοντα, µεγάλας κατασκευασµάτων 

ἐ̟ιβολὰς καὶ ̟ολυτέχνους ὑ̟οθέσεις ἔργων διατριβὴν ἐχόντων ἐνέβαλε φέρων εἰς 

τὸν δῆµον, ἵνα µηδὲν ἧττον τῶν ̟λεόντων καὶ φρουρούντων καὶ στρατευοµένων τὸ
οἰκουροῦν ἔχῃ ̟ρόφασιν ἀ̟ὸ τῶν δηµοσίων ὠφελεῖσθαι καὶ µεταλαµβάνειν 

“And it was true that his (Pericle’s) military expeditions supplied those who “And it was true that his (Pericle’s) military expeditions supplied those who 

were in the full vigor of  manhood with abundant resources from the common 

funds, and in his desire that the unwarlike throng of  common laborers should 

neither have no share at all in the public receipts, nor yet get fees for laziness 

and idleness, he boldly suggested to the people projects for great 

constructions, and designs for works which would call many arts into play and 

involve long periods of  time, in order that the stay-at-homes, no whit less than 

the sailors and sentinels and soldiers, might have a pretext for getting a 

beneficial share of  the public wealth”.



To be continued …To be continued …


