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Research lines

1 — Political and institutional procedure leading to the
construction of public buildings

2 — Legal relationship between the po/is and the workmen
paid to execute the building works

3 — Funding and financial management of the works

Main categories of inscriptions concerned
1 — Laws and decrees

2 — Building specifications
3 — Building commission accounts



Political and institutional procedure
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Institutional roles in the literary tradition
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Financial aspects

Economy dynamics Political scenario
What were the sources of the Who paid for the building
the money for the construction works?
works? Vi \
Which materials were used? oot o8 4th ¢,
Did they came from Attica or War booty? Private wealth?
were they imported? Allied tribute?
Which types of craftsmen and l l
workmen took part in the
construction? Relationship Relationship

l between between

How did public economy and democracy democracy and
private interest interact? What and wealthy elites
effects did they have on one imperialistic

another? policy



Legal relationship between the polis and the workmen
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Public auctions VS

Entrepreneurs
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Contract for services
(lat. Jocatio conductio operis; it. contratto d’opera;
tr. contrat d’entreprise; ger. Werkvertrag)
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Direct hiring
Daily workers and small craftsmen
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Contract of service or employment
(lat. locatio conductio operarnm; it.
contratto di lavoro, tx. contrat de travail,
get. Dienstvertrag)
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Erechtheum accounts
(IG I 475, 11. 240-267)
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To _carpenters for planing cross-pieces

for the roof, seven palms long,

ten dactyls wide, at one obol and a half each,

45 drachmae to Komon living in Melite, for 180 cross-pieces;
17 drachmae to Timomachos of Acharnai, for 68 cross-pieces;
11 drachmae, 4} obols to Tlesias of Kettos, for 47 eross-pieces;
21 drachmae to Mikion living in Melite, for 84 cross-pieces;
2 drachmae, 1} obols to Euthydomos of Melite, for 9 cross-pieces.
Sum total for work on the cross-pieces for the roof, 97 drachmae.
Payments to artisans for piece-work and day labor.

For laying tiles above the ceiling upon the temple,

to Kteson of Lakiadai, 24 drachmae.

For laying the rafters and the cross-pieces, by day labor,

to Gerys, for 6 days’ work, 6 drachmae;

to Mikion, for 3 days’ work, 3 drachmae;

to Kroisos, for 5 days’ work, 5 drachmae.

For placing grilles in the intercolumniations,

four in number, towards the Pandroseum,

to Komon, living in Melite, 40 drachmae.

For turning bosses for the coffer-lids,

to Mikion, living in Kollytos, 3 drachmae, 1 obol.

To a sawyer, for sawing up a rafter into coffer-lids,

to Rhadios, living in Kollytos, 5 drachmae.

For building up the wall of the workshop

after the beams had been carried out,

to Mikion, living in Melite, 5 drachmae, 3 obols.

Sum total of Ma/m, 91 drachmae, 4 obols.

To a painter, for painting 14 coffer-lids :

upon the ceiling, upon the beams above the image,

at 4 drachmae each coffer-lid,

56 drachmae.




The Alkmeonids at Delphi
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“When the Amphictyons had hired out for three hundred talents the work of
finishing the temple that now stands at Delphi (that which was formerly there having
been burnt by pure mischance), it fell to the Delphians to provide a fourth part of
the cost”.

“Then, in their desire to use all devices against the sons of Pisistratus, they hired
themselves to the Amphictyons for the building of the temple at Delphi which now
is but then as yet was not there. Being wealthy and like their fathers men of
reputation, they wrought the temple into a fairer form than the model shown; in
particular whereas they had agreed to build the temple of tufa, they made its front
of Parian marble”.



The Athena Nike Decree
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Plutarch, Perzcles I.ife 12.5
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“And it was true that his (Pericle’s) military expeditions supplied those who
were in the full vigor of manhood with abundant resources from the common
funds, and in his desire that the unwarlike throng of common laborers should
neither have no share at all in the public receipts, nor yet get fees for laziness
and idleness, he boldly suggested to the people projects for great
constructions, and designs for works which would call many arts into play and
involve long periods of time, in order that the stay-at-homes, no whit less than
the sailors and sentinels and soldiers, might have a pretext for getting a
beneficial share of the public wealth”.



Will the rich pay for jobs plan?
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