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Constructing Periander in Plutarch’s Symposium of the Seven Sages”

1. Plato, Protagoras 343al-b2

ToUTwV NV Kat OaAng 6 MiAnjotog kat Iittakog 6 MutiAnvaiog kat Biag 6 ITomvelg kat ZOAwv 0
Nuétepog kat KAedBovAog 6 Alvdiog kal Moowv 6 Xnvevg, kat €Bdouog &év tovtolg éAéyeto
Aaxedapoviog Xidwv. ovtol avtes (nAwtal kat égaotat kat padntat noav g Aakedatpoviowv
nadelac kal katapdbolr v TIC avt@v TV co@lav TOlUTNV ovoav, QNUHATA Poaxéa
a&lopvnuovevta EKAOTw elgnuévar ovToL Kal kown EuveAdBdviec Amaxnv NG co@iag
avébeoav 1@ ATOAAWVL €lg TOV VewV TOV €V AeA@olg, Yoapavteg tavta, & O mdvteg DUVOLOL,
YVOOL oavuTtov Kal undev ayav.

Such men were Thales of Miletus, Pittacus of Mytilene, Bias of Priene, Solon of our city, Cleobulus of
Lindus, Myson of Chenae, and the seventh in this group was said to be Chilon of Sparta. All these
were enthusiasts, lovers and disciples of the Spartan culture; and one can recognize that character in
their wisdom by the short, memorable sayings uttered by each of them; they assembled together
and dedicated these as the first-fruits of their wisdom to Apollo in his Delphic temple, inscribing
there those maxims which are on every tongue—“Know thyself” and “Nothing in excess.”

2. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 146B-C (Diocles)
oUTE YAQ HOVWYV, WG VUELG AKNKOATE, TWV EMTA YEYOVE TO CUUMOOL0V, AAAQ MAELOVWYV T Dig
To00UTWYV (&v 0ig Kal avTOG UMV, ovvnong uév wv Tlegudvdow dwx v Téxvny, Eévog d¢

OdAew maQ’ euol Yo katéAvoev 0 avio Iegudvdgov keAevoavtog), ovte Tovg Adyouvs 0POwg
ATEEUVNHOVELOEV GOTIS T)V VULV O dUYOUUEVOS TV O G €0LKEV OVDELS TV TTAQAYEYOVOTWV.

For, in the first place, the dinner was not a dinner of the Seven alone, as you and your friends
have been told, but of more than twice that number, and I was among them; for I was on intimate
terms with Periander by virtue of my profession, and I was also the host of Thales, for he stayed at
my house by command of Periander. In the second place, your informant, whoever he was, did not
report the conversation correctly; apparently he was not one of those at the dinner.

3. Dicaearchus, fr. 32 Wehrli (=D.L. 1.41):

Awaiapxog 0¢ Téooagag wpHoAoynpévous MUV tapadidwaot, OaAnv, Biavta, ITittaxov, LoéAwva.
&AAovg ¢ ovoualet €f, wv EkAéEaoBar teels, Aptotodnuov, IlapguAov, Xeldwva
Aaxedapoviov, KAeopovAov, Avayxaoorv, ITepiavdgov.

Dicaearchus hands down four names fully recognized: Thales, Bias, Pittacus, and Solon; and he
appends the names of six others, from whom one has to choose three: Aristodemus, Pamphylus,
Chilon the Lacedaemonian, Cleobulus, Anacharsis, Periander.

“When available, | have used the translations of the Loeb series with some modifications.



4. Aristotle, fr. 517 Rose (=D.L. 1.99)
kat AglototéAng pév enot tov KoptvOiov etvat tov ocopov: ITAdtwv d¢ ov gnotv.

And Aristotle maintains that the Corinthian (Periander) was the sage; Plato, on the other hand,
denies it.

5a. Diodorus Siculus, 9.7
oV (sc. Mbowva) dvtelonéav eig ToLg €mTa 00OV, ekkpivavteg tov ITeplavdgov tov KopivOiov
O TO TVEAVVOV YEYOVEVAL TILKQOV.

He (i.e. Myson) was included among the Seven Sages in the place of Periander of Corinth, who was
rejected because he had turned into a bitter tyrant.

5b. Pausanias, 10.24.1

tov 0¢ £Boopov INAdtwv 0 Aptotwvog avti ITeguxvdgov tov Kupédov Moowva katetloxe tov
Xnvéa...o0totL o0V ot &vdeg d@kopevol € AeApoig avéBeoav @ ATIOAAwWVL T adopeva “Tvaot
oavtov” kat “Mndév ayav”.

As the seventh sage Plato, the son of Ariston, has included in his list not Periander, the son of
Cypselus, but Myson of Chenae...These men, then, (i.e. the Sages) came to Delphi and dedicated to
Apollo the celebrated maxims, “Know thyself, and” Nothing in excess.”

5c. Diogenes Laertius, 1.41

[MA&twv d¢ év Tpwtaydoa Miowva (sc. eykoiver) avti ITegukvdoov: "Epogog 0¢ avti Mvowvog
Avaxagow.

Plato in his Protagoras (accepts) Myson instead of Periander; Ephorus (accepts) Anacharsis instead of
Myson.

6a. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 147A-C
“LAAA, Omeg Epryv, dLePANONC nooPactidevg eival, kKal Tiveg DPELOTIKAL OOV TEQL TLEAVVWV

ATOPACELS  AVEPEQOVTO TQOG aVTOV, G &owtnoeig Umo MoAnmayogov tov Twvog Tl
ntapadofotatov NG éwpakws, amokgivato ‘tvgavvov yégovta'(...)” “AAAx tovto puév,” eimev O
BOaAne, “TTittaxov €otwy, elonuévov €v madx mote 1eog Mupaidov:(...) d0 kal ToAwva
0OPWTATOV NYNOAUNV 0L deEapevov Tvpavvelv. kat ITittakog ovtog el povapxia ur mpoonAdey,
oUK av_elmev wg ‘YaAemov €00Aov Euueval’ Ilepgiavdgog O’ €oikev womeQ €v VOOTIMATL
MATOWW TI] TLEAVVIOL KATEIANUUEVOG O PAVAWwG EEava@épely, XOWUEVOG OUIALaLG
vylewvalg dxpr ye vOov KAl OLVOLOIAG AVOQWV VOUV E€XOVTwv Emayouevos, ag O¢
®acVBoVAOG AUTE KOAOVOELS TWV AKQWV OVHOG TTOALTNG DPTYELTAL UT) TQOCLEUEVOG.




[Neiloxenus is speaking] “But, as I said, you have been unjustly accused of having an animosity
against kings, and certain offensive pronouncements of yours regarding tyrants have been reported
to him. For example, he was told that, when you were asked by Molpagoras the Ionian what was the
most paradoxical thing you had ever seen, you replied, ‘A tyrant that lived to be old.’(...)” “But the
fact is,” said Thales, “that Pittacus is responsible for that statement, which was once made in jest
with reference to Myrsilus...This is the reason why I regarded Solon as very wise in refusing to
accept the position of tyrant. And as this Pittacus I mentioned, if he had never addressed himself to
the task of ruling single-handed, he would not have said that ‘it is hard to be good.” But Periander,
apparently, in spite of his being afflicted with tyrany as with an inherited disease, is making fair
progress towards recovery by keeping wholesome company —at least up to the present time—and
by bringing about conferences with men of sense, and by refusing to entertain the suggestions
offered by my fellow-citizen Thrasybulus about lopping off the topmost.

6b. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 148D (Thales)
AAAd kat @EOVNUA BavpAoTOV KAl vOUG EVeOTL TMOALTIKOG kal @UAGvOpwTmov 10og, kal tov
TIATEQA TOLG TOALTALS TTEAOTEQOV AQXOVTA TIAQEX EL KAL ONLOTUKWTEQOV.

But she is also possessed of wonderful sense, a statesman’s mind, and an amiable character, and she
has influence with her father so that his government of the citizens has become milder and more
popular.

7a. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 152A-B

Muwoov ovv émoxwv O XLOAwv “éuot pév,” €pn, “dokel paAlot’ av évdofoc yevéoODar kat
Paolevg kat TVEAVVOG, €l dNUOKQATIAV €K HOVaQXIAS KaTaokevAoELe TOLG TOAlTaS.” AgUTeQog
O’ 0 Biag eimev, “el MEWTOG XO@WTO TOIC VOUOLS NG Ttateidoc.” Emit tovtw 0 6 O®aAng épnoey,
evdALHOVIaV &QXOVTOC VOULILELY, €L TEAEVTHOELE YNOAOAS KATA QUOLV.

Tétaprog Avayxaolc, “et pr) povog ein @oovipog.” ITéumntog ' 6 KAedpovAog, “el undevi motevot

TWV OLVOVTWV.”
“Extoc d’ 0 ITittakdg, “el Tovg UMNKOOVS O AQXWV TTARACKELATELE POPelodat pr) avToV AAA™ UTteQ
avtov.” Meta tovtov O XiAwv &pn Tov agyxovta xonvat undev @eovetv Ovntov, aAAx mavt’
abOavata.

PnOéviwv d¢ TovTwV Nélovpev Muelg kal avTtov einelv Tt Tov Ilegiavdgov. 6 & ov
HAAX PadQOG AAAX OLOTNOAG TO MEOCWTOV “€yw Tolvuv,” €@, “TEodanogaivopual Tag
ELQNUEVAGS YVWUAG ATIACAG TXEOOV APLOTAVAL TOU AQXELV TOV VOUV EXovTa.”

Solon then, after a moment’s delay, said, “In my opinion either a king, or a tyrant, would best gain
repute if out of a monarchy he should organize a democracy for his people.” Next Bias said, “If he
should be the very first to conform to his country’s laws.” Following him Thales said that he
accounted it happiness for a ruler to reach old age and die a natural death. Fourth, Anacharsis said,
“If he should not be the only one to have sound sense.” Fifth, Cleobulus, “If he should trust none of
his associates.” Sixth, Pittacus, “If the ruler should manage to make his subjects fear, not him, but for
him.” Chilon followed by saying that a ruler’s thoughts should never be the thoughts of a mortal,
but always divine thoughts.



When these (maxims) had been expressed, we insisted that Periander himself should also
say something. And he, not very cheerful, but with a hard set face, said, “Well, I add my view that
the opinions expressed, taken as a whole, practically divorce any man who has sense from being a
ruler.”

7b. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 152C (Solon)
OUK (v DOKEL OOl LETOLWTEQOV AQXOVTA TIOLELV KAl TUQAVVOV ETUEIKETTEQOV O TtelBwV Wg dpevov
€ln TO U1) AQXELV 1) TO AOXELY;

Don’t you think that one could make a ruler more moderate and a tyrant more reasonable if he
could persuade them that it is better not to rule than to rule?

8. Plutarch, Symposium of the Seven Sages 154E-F
TeAevtaiog 0¢ AALY 6 TTeplarvdEOg EikQivawy €@ DOKELY AVTW TAVTAG ETALVELY ONHOKQATIOV TIV
OHOLOTATIV AQLOTOKQATIAL.

Finally, Periander once more concluded the discussion with the decisive remark, that they all
seemed to him to approve a democracy which was most like an aristocracy.
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