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Pol. XX 4-7: The Decline of Boeotia
(4) [1] 67t Bowwtoi ék mOAAGV 1idn YpOV®V
KO(EKTODVTEG oAV Kod PEYEANV El)0V S10popev
TPOG TNV yeyevnuévny gveiav kol 60&av otV
TS [2] Yop  peydinv
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AUPOTEPOV Oiel TAOV TPOEIPNUEVDV, EYOVTEG

ouveyeg €&v  Toig
otpatyov APaidkprrov. [3] anod 8¢ tovTOV TOV
Kalp®dv oV uoévov Aenpouvv, GAA AmA®G Eig
Tévavtio Tpamévieg Kol TV Tpo Tod d6&av ¢
dcov oloi T Ry HUODPOGV.

[4] Ayoudv yap ovtovg 7wpog  Altwlolg
EKTOAELMGAVTOV, WETACYOVTIEG TOLTOS TH|G
aOTig alpéoemg Kol TONGAOUEVOL Guppoyiay,
UETO TaDTO KOTO TO GUVEXEG EMOAELOLY TTPOG
AiltoAovg.

[5] éupordvieov O& petd dvvauemg eig TV
Bowwtiav  1thv  Altol@dv  €KOTPATEVCAVTEG
mavonuel, Kol t@v Ayxouudv Mbpolcuéveov Kol
peAloviov mapoPondelv ovk €kdeEduevol TV
TOLTOV Tapovsiav cuvEBarov Toig Altwloig, [6]
NttN0évTeg 8 Katd TOV Kivouvov obTmg Avémecov
ToAg yoyolc dot’ an’ ékeivng Tiig ypeiag amidg
000gv0Og ETL TAV KOADY ApeicPntelv EtoAuncoy
000’ ékowvavnoav obte TPalemg ovT  AYDVOG
000gvog €11 T0ig "EAANGL petd kowvod d0YHaToC,
[7] &AL 6puncavieg Tpog edmyiov kai pédag ov
udévov 1oic copacty E€gAvincay, AL Kol Taig

YOYOAG.

(5.) [1] & 8¢ xepdAaro Thg KaTd uéPOg dryvoiag
£xepiodn map’ avtoic tOv TpodmOV TodTOV. [2]
petd yop TV mposipnuévy frTay  e00Emg

EYKOTOMTOVTEG  TOVG  AyO10VC  TPOGEVELLOV

(4.) [1] The Boeotians had long been in a very
depressed state, which offered a strong contrast
to the former prosperity and reputation of their
country. [2] They had acquired great glory as well
as great material prosperity at the time of the
battle of Leuctra; but by some means or another
from that time forward they steadily diminished
both the one and the other under the leadership of
Abaeocritus; [3] and subsequently not only
diminished them, but underwent a complete
change of character, and did all that was possible
to wipe out their previous reputation. [4] For
having been incited by the Achaeans to go to war
with the Aetolians, they adopted the policy of the
former and made an alliance with them, and
thenceforth maintained a steady war with the
Aetolians.

[5] But on the Aetolians invading Boeotia, they
marched out with their full available force, and
without waiting for the arrival of the Achaeans,
who had mustered their men and were on the
point of marching to their assistance, they
attacked the Aetolians; [6] and being worsted in
the battle were so completely demoralized, that,
from the time of that campaign, they never
plucked up spirit to claim any position of honor
whatever, and never shared in any enterprise or
contest undertaken by the common consent of the
Greeks. [7] They devoted themselves entirely to
eating and drinking, and thus became effeminate
in their souls as well as in their bodies.

(5.) [1] Such were, briefly, the steps in the
degeneracy of Boeotia. [2] Immediately after the
battle just mentioned they abandoned the
Achaeans and joined the Aetolians. [3] But on the
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AltmAoic 10 £€Bvoc. [3] dvelopévav 8¢ kal TovTev
TOAEUOV UETE TV, YPOVOV TTPOG ANUATPIOV TOV
Dhinmov ToTEPQ, TAAY £YKOTOMTOVTEG TOVTOVG,
Kol TOPoyEVOUEVOLD ANunTpiov UETO, SUVAUE®G
gig v Bowotiov 00devog meipav Aafovieg v
dewdv, UVmétaav oQedg ovTOVE OAOCYEPDG
Maxedoot. [4] Bpayéoc 6 aibbyuatoc €ykarta-
Aemopévon THC TPOYoVIKRC 86EnG, NGhv Tiveg ot
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TPOYOVOLC: ODTOL Yap MooV ol HAMGTO TOTE
[6]

Kkatioyvooav ol mepl TOV AGKOVOONYV YEVOUEVNG

pokedovifovreg. o0 unv  GAAG  TéAOG
TWVOG TepmeTEing To1dTNG.

[7] Avtiyovog peta tOv Anuntpiov 6Odvatov
gnttponevooc Dihinmov, TAéwv Emti Tivag Tpaéelg
PO TOG EoyaTiog The Bowwtiag mpoc Adpovuvay,
TapadOEOL YEVOUEVNG AUTOTEDG EKAOIGOV €ig TO
Enpov ol vijeg avtod. [8] xotd 08 TOV Koupov
TODTOV  TTPOCTENTOKLIAG AUNG OTL  pélhet
KatoTpéxey TV yopov Avtiyovog, Néwv,
inmopy®v toTE KOl TAVTOG TovG Botwtdv immelg
xapv
TOPUPVAATTEY TNV YOPOV, ENEYEVETO TOIG meEPL

ued’  abdtod  meplayouevog ToD
TOV Avtiyovov Gmopovpévolg Kol dueypnoTtov-
uévorlg o 1o ovuPePnrode, [9] kal dvvduevog
£00&e

ocicacBot Tapd v Tpocdokiov avtdv. [10] Tolg

peyolo  PAdyor  tovg  Moakedovog
pgv ovv dAroig Boiwtoic fipeoke todto mpatag,
T01g 0 OnPaioic ovy Slmg eVdOKEL TO YeyOVOC.
[11] 6 8" Avtiyovog, énelBovong uet’ OAiyov Tiic
TINUNG Kol Kovelchelo®v TV vedv, 1@ WHEV
Néovi  peyédnv  eiye  xGpwv  €mi td
ovvenitefelcbal opiol kato TV mEpUETELAY,
a0TOC 08 TOV Tpokeipevov Etéhel mAoDV &ic TV
[12]

KAeopévn tov Znaptidny kol KOPLog YEVOUEVOS

Aciav. 0 kol peTd TODTO, VIKNOOG

latter presently going to war with Philip's father
Demetrius, they once more abandoned the
Aetolians; and upon Demetrius entering Boeotia
with an army, without attempting resistance they
submitted completely to the Macedonians. [4]
But as a spark of their ancestral glory still
survived, there were found some who disliked the
the  complete
[5] and
accordingly maintained a violent opposition to

existing  settlement  and

subservience to Macedonia: they
the policy of Ascondas and Neon, the ancestors
of Brachylles, who were the most prominent in
the party which favored Macedonia.

[6] However, the party of Ascondas eventually
prevailed, owing to the following circumstance.
[7] Antigonus (Doson), who, after the death of
Demetrius, was Philip's guardian, happened to be
sailing on some business along the coast of
Boeotia; when off Larymna he was surprised by
a sudden ebb of the tide, and his ships were left
high and dry. [8] Now just at that time a rumor
had been spread that Antigonus meant to make a
raid upon the country; and therefore Neon, who
was Hipparch at the time, was patrolling the
country at the head of all the Boeotian cavalry to
protect it, and came upon Antigonus in this
helpless and embarrassed position: [9] and
having it thus in his power to inflict a serious
blow upon the Macedonians, much to their
surprise he resolved to spare them. [10] His
conduct in so doing was approved by the other
Boeotians, but was not at all pleasing to the
Thebans. [11] Antigonus, however, when the tide
flowed again and his ships floated, proceeded to
complete the voyage to Asia on which he was
bound, with deep gratitude to Neon for having
abstained from attacking him in his awkward
position. [12] Accordingly, when at a subsequent
period he conquered the Spartan Cleomenes and
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g Aoxedaipovog, EmoTaTV AméAewe TG
woAemg  BpayOAinyv, tavtnv  adt®d - yapwv
(00100 0¢ Ti|¢ ToD TaTPOg NEWVOG gvEpYETing: €&
OV OUdE KkaTth pKpOV GUVEPN TRV oixiav
gnovopOmOfvar Ty mtepi Tov BpoydAiny. [13] o0
UOVOV O€ TNV aDT®V EoYE TNV TPOVOLaV, GAAY
Kol KOTO TO OLVEYXES, OTE HEV aOTOC, OTE 08
D1hinnog, YopMnyoUVTES KOl GUVETIGYVOVTEG aiel,
TOYEMG KATNYOVIcovVTo ToU¢ &v Toic OnPaig
a0TOIC AVTITOAMTELOUEVOLG Kol ThvTag Mvay-
KOGV HOKESOVILEW TATV TEAEMG OAlYV TIV®V.
[14] o p&v odv katd v oixiav v Némvog
towwtny EhaPe TV apynv Kol THC 7Ppog
Moxedovag GUGTAGENMS KOl THC KATO TV 0vGioV
EMOOCEMC.

(6.) [1] ta 8¢ kowa TV Bowwtdv €ig Tocawtny
mapayeyovel koyeéiov dote oyedov €ikootl Kol
TEVT €T®V TO dikoov pun oe&iiybot mop anvToic
unte mepl 1@V iIdTIK®Y cupPforainv unte mepl
TAV KOwav ykAnudtov. (...)

[5] ouoroyovuévmg tobtolg 6 fkolovBnoe kai
£1epog (fjhog 0vK €DTLYNG. Ol UEV Yap BTEKVOL TAG
ovciog 00 TOlc KOTO YEVOC EMIYEVOUEVOLG
TeEAeVTOVTEG Amédetmov, dmep v E00¢ Tap” odTolg
TPOTEPOV, GAL €lc edmyiag kol pébag dietiBevto
Kol Kowvag Toig eiloig Emoiovv.

[6] molhoi

amepépilov 10l¢ cLGOITIOG TO TAEIOV UEPOG TH|G

08¢ kol TOV £€YOVIOV YEVENG
ovoiac, dote moAovE elvarl Botwtdv oig vmipye
deimva 100 unvog mAsim TOV &€ic TOV pijva
STETAYUEVOVY UEPDV.

(7)) [2] &v ye unv 1oig €EMG 00 S1€@uyov, GAA’
domep £mitndeg AVTAmTOd0GIV 1) TOYN TOLOVUEV
Bapéwg £50fev avtoig EmepPaiverv: VmEp OV
NUElS év 1oic £ETg momaoouedo uvhumv. —

[3] 67t oi moALol TpOPacy piv glyov Tiig TPOg
Popoiovg dAlotpidmntog v Emavaipesty v

Bpoybdilov kol v otpoteiov, fiv €motfoato

became master of Lacedaemon, he left Brachylles
in charge of the town, by way of paying him for
the kindness done him by his father Neon. This
proved to be the beginning of a great rise in
importance of the family of Brachylles. [13] But
this was not all that Antigonus did for him: from
that time forward either he personally, or king
Philip, continually supported him with money
and influence; so that before long this family
entirely overpowered the political party opposed
to them in Thebes, and forced all the citizens,
with very few exceptions, to join the party of
Macedonia. [14] Such was the origin of the
political adherence to Macedonia of the family of
Neon, and of its rise to prosperity.

(6.) [1] But Boeotia as a nation had come to such
a low pitch, that for nearly twenty-five years the
administration of justice had been suspended in
private and public suits alike. (...)

[5] To these evils was added another unfortunate
fashion. It became the practice for those who died
childless not to leave their property to the mem-
bers of their family, as had been the custom of the
country formerly, but to assign it for the mainte-
nance of feasts and convivial entertainments to be
shared in by the testator’s friends in common; [6]
and even many who did possess children left the
larger part of their property to the members of
their own club. The result was that there were ma-
ny Boeotians who had more feasts to attend in the
month than there were days in it.

(7.) [2] But in the succeeding period they did not
escape in the same way. Fortune, on the contrary,
see-med determined to make them pay for their
former good luck by a specially severe retribu-
tion, as | shall relate hereafter. . . [3] Many of the
Boeotians defended their alienation from the Ro-
mans by alleging the assassination of Brachylles,
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Titog éni Kopdvewov 10 tovg Emiytvouévoug
@Ovoug v Taig 6d01¢ T®V Popaiov,

[4] T} & éAnBeiq KoxexTodDVTEC HOAV TAIG YuYOic
o tag mpoepnuévag aitioc. [5] kol yap tod

Pacéwg ouveyyioviog é&necav  Emi TNV

armavinoy - ol tdv  Bowwtdv  dp&avreg:

ouppigovteg 6¢ kal QULOVOPOTOC OUIANCAVTEG

3

nyov avtov gig Toc OnPoc. —

and the expedition made by Flamininus upon Co-
ronea owing to the murders of Romans on the
roads. [4] But the real reason was their moral de-
generacy, brought about by the causes | have
mentioned. [5] For as soon as the Kking
approached, the Boeotian magistrates went out to
meet and after

him, holding a friendly

conversation with him conducted him into
Thebes. . ..

[Transl. by E.S. Shuckburgh]

S2

Heraclides Criticus FGrHist 369A

12. 'Evtebbev gig OnPog otddia 1. ‘030¢ Aeia
naca kol éninedoc. ‘H o0& moMc év péomt uev tiig
T®v Bowwtdv kelton yopog, TNV TEPIUETpOV
g€yovca otodiov O. mioa & OpOAN, oTPoYYOAN
UEV TM1 GYNIOTL, THL POt 08 LEAYYELOG, Apyaia
L&V 0VGO, KOWVAG 88 EpPLHOTOUNHEVT S0 TO TPiG
fon &g ooy ai iotopion kateokaEOar S TO

Bapog kal v dIEPNEAVIOY TGV KOTOIKOVVIMV.

13. Kai inmotpogog 8¢ ayadn, (...).

14. 'H pgv odv Mg totodTn. oi & dvorkodvieg
peyorloyuyot kol Bavpoaoctol Toic katd Tov Piov
gvelmiotiong Opoocsic 0¢ kai VPprotal kol
VIEPNPAVOL TATKTOL TE Kol Ad1APOpOl TTPOG
whvto EEvov kol SNUOTV KOl KOTOVOTIGTOL

TAVTOG OKaiov.

15. TIpog 10 dueioPfntodueva 1@V GuVOALQY-
udtowv ov Adywt covietauevol, Tty o €k Tod
Opdioovg kol TV xepdv Tpocdyovee Piav, Ta &v
TOIG YOUVIKOIG Ay®DOL YIVOUEVE, TPOG OTOVE TOIG
aOntaic  Piowe €l TV dkooAoyiav
UETOPEPOVTEG.

16. A0 xol ol dikor mop’ avtoic o1 &tdv

TOVAGIGTOV gicdyovTon TpLdkovta. (...)

12. From here to Thebes is 80 stades. The road is
smooth and flat. The city lies in the centre of
Boiotian territory, and has a perimetre of 70
stades. The city is entirely level, round in shape
but dark in colour because of its soil, and
although it is an ancient city its layout is more
recent, thanks to the three times it has been
destroyed, as history shows, on account of the
oppressiveness and arrogance of the inhabitants.
13. It is good land for raising horses, (...).

14. This is what the city is like. As for the
inhabitants, they are men of gravity who are
remarkable for their sanguine outlook on life.
They are quick to anger, insolent and arrogant.
They’ll fight anybody, making no distinction
between stranger or local, and they have nothing
but contempt for justice.

15. When it comes to business disputes, they
settle them not by debate, but by resorting angrily
to physical force, so that their court-room
appearances end up resembling the kind of
wrestling moves that athletes employ in their
matches with each other.

16. As a result, legal cases among the Thebans
last for a minimum of thirty years. (...)
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17. Todg pév odv 8vdpog GupPaivel TOLOVTOVS
givat. (...) ol 8 yovaikeg aOT@®V TOlC peyébeot,
mopelong, pubuoic evoynuovéstatal TE KOl
gompenéototon TV v Tt EAAGSI yovaikdv.
UaPTUPET ZOQOKATS

OnPoag Aéyelg pot, Tag TOAG EXTASTOLOVG,

o0 81 poévov tiktovsty oi Ovntai Ogovg.
25. ‘H pgv ovv Bowwtia towod. oi yap Ocomiod
ouotiiay ugv  Eyovoly povov avopdv kol
AvoplivIog OV  TEMOMUEVOLG, GAAO  OVOEV.
ioTopodol 6° Bowwtoi td kot adTtovg vIhpyovTo
0o akAnpriuato, Aéyoviec tadto TNV eV
aioypokepdioy KOTOWKEY £&v Qpond, TOV 08
©e06vov év  Tavaypg, v oulovewiav &v
Oeomuoic, TV VPpv &v OMParg, v TAsovesiav
&v AvOnoovy, v mepiepyiov &v Kopovig, &v
Miotawic v  dialoviay, TOV TLPETOV &V
Oyynote, v avarcnociov v AAdpto. ta 6 &k
nmaong tiic EAAGdoc dxAnpruota €ig o TG
Bowwrtiag morelg kateppomn. 0 otiyog Pepexpd-
ToVG
fvrep Ppoviic v, pedye v Bowtiav.

1 P&V oDV TdV Boiwtév ydpo totant).

17. These, then, are the kind of men one meets in
Thebes. (...). As for their women, they are the
most elegant and beautiful of all the woman in
Greece when it comes height, bearing and grace.
As Sophokles says,

You speak to me of Thebes, its gates of seven
mouths,

The only place where mortal women bear gods!
25. This, then, is what Boiotia is like. Thespiai
has no distinction other than its men and a few
well-made statues, nothing else. The Boiotians
record the various characteristic shortcomings
that exist among them, reporting them as follows:
greed dwells at Oropos, envy at Tanagra,
quarrelsomeness at Thespiai, insolence at
Thebes, arrogance at Anthedon, officiousness at
Koronia, pretentiousness at Plataia, fever at
Onchestos, stupor at Haliartos. The shortcomings
of all Greece flowed down into the cities of

Boiotia. There is a line in Pherekrates:

“If you’re smart, get out of Boiotia.”
That’s what Boiotia is like.
(Transl. by J. Mclnerney)

S3

Ebert 1972, no. 56
Thebes — ca. 300 BC

[M]éupaxov, @ Onpa, Kpatéovta pe TTaida[g v 11a8[udI]

Kai TO TTaAIV peadrav aAIKiav TIG €pET

T0i0G €K TTPOROAGG EYATKPITON:- & 8¢ Népeiog

ViKQ oI AEKTV AABEV AT RiBéwv

5 maTpog dwua Tpiakog: deBAa yap oi TTapa Aipkai

Ap@adov EANGvwy TTAEIaTa QEPOVTI VEOL.

That as a pancratiast, 0 Thebes, | defeated the boys at Isthmus, and again, the beardless, me Euankritos:
it is through such a stance of attack that this is going to be clearly distinguished, one will say. The
Nemean victory, however, was awarded to me among chosen young men and came to the house of my
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father Triax. For as among the Hellenes, those who belong to the Dirke are obviously rewarded with
the most prizes in their youth.

S4

Ebert 1972, no. 57:
Thebes — 4./ 3. c. BC
[lotaloo kudaivwv Auaitev[ov, 6¢ Nepeaiwi]

[eiv &A]gel vikav wkEOg €y DoAi[xou]
[Gpat], €Tmei TTaidwv TEAOG Edpap[ev: iaB’ OTI OnBRag]

[GAiKia] Beiwv oUK Guopog aTep[avwv].
Stand still and praise Lysixenos, who in the holy grove of Nemea won victory in the quick long-run,
when the troop of boys raced. Know that the youth of Thebes is not without share in divine crowns.

S5
Ebert 1972, no. 70:
Thebes — 3./ 2. c. BC
[rapualxog €v Nep[€lar vik® kai Tpig BaaiAeia
[T]aic kai avnp: kai TTUE TOV T[piT]ov [a]u[¢@]eB[E]unv:
[Bv]niokw &’ [¢]u [TT]popaxoig Apews dopdS NyEPOVEUWV
[kAJeivog ABavixog, Ov Bo0pog Apng d[&]u[a]oev.
5 KaAAipoa Toig [Bg]oig.
,Kalliroa (hat dies) den Gottern (geweiht). (Ubers. v. J. Ebert)
“As a prancatiast | won in Nemea and thrice at the Basilea, as a boy and as a man; and in, too, | was
able to put on the third (crown). Leading as the spear of Ares, | fell in front row, me, glorious Athanichos,
whom defeated the wild Ares.
Kalliroa (has dedicated this) to the gods.”

S6
Anth. Graec. 1X 588 (Alcaeus of Messene?) (= Ebert 1972, no. 67):
Ca. 218
AAKAIOY

Olov 6pfg, W Eeive, TO XAAKEOV €ikOVI Afja

KAeitopayou, Toiav EANGG €0€ide Biav:
ApTI YAp QipaTOEVTA XEPWV ATTEAUETO TTUYMGG

EVTEQ Kai yOPYQ PAPVATO TTAYKPATiw:
TO TPITOV OUK €KOVIOEV ETTWHMIOAG, AAAG TTaAaigag

ATITWG TOUG TPIoaoUg 1aBudBey gike TTOVOUG.
poOvog &' EANGvwy 16O €xel yépag: ETTTATTUAOI O

OfBal kai yevéTwp £0TéEPED’ EppokpdTng.

ALCAEUS

Even as thou seest, stranger, his stout heart in the bronze image, so Hellas saw the might of Clitomachus.
For when he had put off the blood-stained cestus from his hands, he straightway fought in the fierce
pancratium. In the third event he fouled not his shoulders in the dust, but wrestling without a fall won
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the three contests at Isthmus. Alone among the Greeks he gained this honour, and seven-gated Thebes
and his father Hermocrates were crowned. (Transl. by W.R. Paton)

S7
IG 1122314, Il. 8-17: Part of a victor list of the Panathenaia
Athens — 182/ 81 BC
ayeveioug atadiov
AkaaTidag KAsopvaaTtou Boiwrio[g]
10 TTEVTaBAov
AkaaTidag KAsopvaaTtou Boiwrtliog]
TaAnv
MeAav[ta]g ApTepidwpou ZIANUE[U]g
TTUypnv
15 BaaiA€idong HpdkwvTtog AAaBavdeug
TTAyKPATIOV
Mév[avd]pog Mevitrrou Axaidg amr’ Apyoug
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