Palamedes’s Pharmacy
1. Cypria
a. Koi paivesBor mpoomomodpevov Odvocéa &mi tdL pn 0éhetv ovotpatevesbor épmpacav IMolapndovg
vmobepévou Tov viov TnAépayov éni kOAacty EEapndcavtes. (EpFG p.31, 41-3; Proclus, Chrestomathia 5)
And when Odysseus was pretending to be mad because he did not want to take part in the expedition, they found him
out at a suggestion of Palamedes, snatching his son Telemachus for a beating.

b. MoAopndnv 8¢ dmomviyfivon mpoedddvta i ix@dmv OMpav, Alopundnv 8& tov dnoxteivavta givat kai ‘Odvocéa,
gmeEapevog év Eneoty oida toig Kumpioig. (EpFG Cypria 20; Pausanias 10.31.2)

That Palamedes was drowned while going on a fishing expedition, and that it was Diomedes who was the killer and
Odpysseus, I know from having read in the epic Cypria.

2. Eupolis, Unattributed

{AAKIBIAAHE.} <> 0g 0¢ np®dtog ££ebpov 10 TP® TITIVELY;

{B.} TOAMV Y€ AOKKOTPOKTIOV UiV EMIGTAG €0POV.

{AAK.} glév. 1ig elnev “auida moi” mpdtoc petald mivov;

{B.} Tohapndwdv ye TodTo T00EEVPN L Kol GoQOV cov. (fr. 385; Athenaeus 1.17d)

Aleibiades. 1 was the first to discover early drinking. B. You know you have discovered much loose behavior. Alibiades.
Granted. Who was the first to say “boy, a basin” in the middle of drinking? B. This was a Palamedic and wise
invention of yours!

3. Aeschylus, Palamedes

a. merta whong ‘EALGSog kol Euppdyov

Biov dupxno’ dvta mpiv meQupUEVOV

Onpoiv 0 dpotov - Tpdrta pev tov Thvoopov

apOpov nipni’ EEoxov copropdtov (fr. 181a, Stobaeus 1.Proem.)

Then I organized the life of all Hellas and their allies, which eatlier was confused like that of beasts. First, I invented

all-wise number, outstanding among contrivances.

b. kol Ta&1ipyog ¥AKoTOVIAPYUS OTPOT®

£ta&a, oitov &’ €idéval d1mpioo,

dpiota, oginva dopma 0’ aipeicBot tpita (fr. 182, Athenaeus 1.11d)

And I appointed taxiarchs and division commanders for the army, and I divided the meals for them to know, to take
breakfast, dinner, and supper third.

4. [Aeschylus|, Promethens Bound

MV & o0&V avToig obte Yeinotog Tk

0T’ avOepddovg fpog oBTE Kapmipov

0épovg PéPartov, AN’ dtep yvdUNg TO TV

Enpaccov, £6TE 0N GOV AVTOAAG £YD

dotpwv €de1&a Tdg Te duokpitovg dHoELS.

Kol Py apopoév, EEoyxov copiopiToy,

€ENDpov avTolg, YPaUUAT®V TE GUVOEGELS,

LWV UMY ATEvToVv, LOVGOUNTOP’ EpYavnV - (454-61)

There was not for them any secure indicator of winter, nor of the flowering spring, nor of fruitful summer. But they
did all things without thought until I showed them the risings and settings of the stars, hard to discern. And I invented
for them number, outstanding among contrivances, and combinations of letters, memory of all things, instrument that
is mother of the Muses.



5. Sophocles, Palamedes

00 AoV 0010¢ 10168’ Enance, odv 0@

ginelv, ypovov te datpPag GOEMTATOS

£pnipe pAoicPov peta Kémov Kabnuévolg,

TEGG0VG KVPovg T, TEPTVOV Apyiag GKog; (fr. 479; Eustathius ad I/. 2.308-20)

Did this man not stop the famine for these [soldiers] here, to speak with the god, and did he not discover the wisest

occupations of time for them sitting after the toil of battle, and draughts and dice, a pleasing cure for boredom?

6. Sophocles, Nauplins Sails In or Nauplins the Fire-Kindler

obtog & épndpe tely0g Apyeinv 6TpuTH

oToOpdV, apludV Kol HETp®mV ELPLLATAL.

Ta&E1C TE TOVTAG OVPAVIG TE GTIUATOL.

KAKelV” Etevée TpdTOC, €& EVOC déKa

KAK TV S4K” addig NOPE TEVINKOVTASOG

TKol YIAMooTdG - Kol oTpatd epukT®pioy

£0e1&e, KAvEEMVEY 0D dedEYIEVOL

Epnipe &’ AoTPOV PETPO. KOL TEPLOTPOPAG

Vvov eUAGEL Tfavat onpoavtiplo

ve®dV te Toavtipo Evhalacciolg

GpKTOL GTPOPAG TE Kol KUVOG Yuxpav dVow (fr. 432; Achill. Tat. Isag. in Arat 1)

This man devised the wall for the army of the Argives, and the inventions of weights, numbers, and measures,
and these formations, and the heavenly signs. And he did this first, discovered how to count from one to ten
and by tens in turn to fifty and a thousand. And he showed fire signals to the army, and revealed things that
were earlier hidden. And he discovered the measures and revolutions of the stars, reliable signs for the watch
during sleep, and, for sea-going shepherds of ships, the turnings of the Bear and the cold setting of the Dog.

7. Euripides, Palamedes

Ta TG YE ANONG papprak’ 6pOmcag pHovog,

doova eovievta, cuAlaPag Tifelg

€Endpov avBpomoiot ypappat gidévar,

Aot 00 TapOVTA TOVTING VIEP TAUKOG

TaKel kot oikovg mhvt’ miotacatl KaA®C,

malciv T amobvinokovta xpnuatev HETpov

ypawoavta Aginew, Tov Aafovia & gidévat.

a 0 gig Epwv mimtovoy AVOPOTOIC KOKA,

S€AT0G dlaupel, KOOk £Q Wevdt| Aéyewv. (fr. 578; Stobaeus 2.4.8)

I alone set up remedies for forgetfulness, speechless and speaking, creating syllables, I invented letters for men to
know, so that a man absent across the plain of the ocean could know well all the matters back there in his house, and
that a dying man could leave for his children a written measure of his wealth, and the one receiving it could know.
And the evils that befall men in quarreling, a tablet dissolves, and does not allow anyone to speak lies.

8. Xenophon, Memorabilia

Ta 8¢ IMaiapndovg ovk dxnkoag madrn; todtov yap O mavieg vuvodow mg S copiav @BovnOelg VO T0D
‘Odvocémg andrlvtal. (4.2.33)

And have you not heard the sufferings of Palamedes? For all sing of him, that he was envied because of his wisdom
and destroyed by Odysseus.
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