Athenian Metrological Decree (late 2™ century BCE)

A. Copy of the Acropolis (lost). Seen by Michel Fourmont between April 12 and September 15, 1729, “chez M' I’abb¢ [?] Parthenios a
Athenes” = “Athenis, in Domo Abbatis Parthenii.”

Facsimiles: M. Fourmont, Suppl. gr. no. 854, fol. 79r—81r, no. 142 (1723) [= Fourmont]; C.-L. Fourmont, Suppl. gr. no. 569, fol. 188r,
no. 142 (ca. 1742-1746), based on Fourmont* [= Fourmont?]; I. Bekker (1815), based on Fourmont?; J. Koch (1892), based on Fourmont?.

Editions: Boeckh 1817 11:341-355, no. XIX, table VIII [= Boeckh!]; A. Boeckh, CIG I, 123 with add. et corr., p. 902 (1828) [= Boeckh?];
U. Koehler, IG I, 476 (1877); E.S. Roberts and E.A. Gardner, An Introduction to Greek Epigraphy, t. Il (1905), no. 64 ; C. Michel, Recueil
d’inscriptions grecques, Suppl. 1 (1912), no. 1501; J. Kirchner, I1G II-111%, 1013 with add. et corr., p. 670 (1916); Viedebantt 1916:121-126;
H.W. Pleket, Epigraphica, t. | (1964), no. 14; K. Clinton, Eleusis: The Inscriptions on Stone, t. | (2005), no. 237; t. Il (2008), p. 278.

Translations: Viedebantt 1916:121-130 (German); Austin 1981, no. 111; Austin 2006, no. 129 (English); Chankowski and Hasenohr
2014:37-39 (French).

B. Copy of the Agora (I 1250). Discovered on January 29, 1934, in a late wall northeast of the Tholos (H 11). Size: H. 0.192 m; W. 0.21 m;
Th. 0,06 m. Letters: 0,005-0,006 m. This fragment partially matches fr. A, I. 49-62. The layout is different.

Squeeze: S.V. Tracy (http://hdl.handle.net/2374.0X/909)

Photographs: B.D. Meritt, Hesperia 7 (1938), p. 128; A.G. Woodhead, The Athenian Agora XV1 (1997), pl. 31.

Editions: B.D. Meritt, Hesperia 7 (1938), p. 127-131, no. 27 (SEG 24.147); A.G. Woodhead, The Athenian Agora XVI (1997), no. 322.
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kol ot]abudv Meritt (cf. [t]dv pétpov kai otabp[dv] in fr. B, I.14) || 63 ék 10d adrtod (Scil. ynoiocpatog) Wilhelm (Beitrdge zur
griechischen Inschriftenkunde [1909], p.273): EKTOY®ETOY Fourmont® p.c. || 64 eywpacymwévor KEXPAILIENQI || 64-65
poAv[Bld]d restitui: poiv[Bdiv]ier Boeckh poiv[Bdiver cuopPefinuév]mt Koehler (in apparatu) || 65 mdweiov: TTAEION || «oafi] Kirchner:
TA . Fourmont || 66 [t]«tg apapoc: . AZAPPAS || mpoeroppayiopévoacy: TIPOZZOPATIZMENON || pétpocyg: METPOX || té«vy: TQI ||
norodvie[v]: IQAOYNTQ. || [t] restitui: [t §j dvovuévav] Boeckh [fi dvovuévov] Kirchner



Translation

[~ — -] the (measure?) in the Skias or at Piraeus or at Eleusis [~ ——]

[~ —— if] the owner of the measure (uétpov) is arrested [- — -]

[~ — -] of the one who disputes about the measure (uétpov) [ ——]

[~ — -] the magistrates shall bring to the public bank [- ——]

[~ — -] the list of the goods to be auctioned; if he is a slave, he shall receive fifty strokes of the lash, and the
magistrates shall destroy the measure. If the magistrates do not assist the individuals, the Council of the Six
Hundred shall have competence.

(7) The magistracies, as they are required to do by laws, shall make metrological instruments (onkouota) in
accordance with the established standards (cOppora)—i.e. in accordance with the liquid measures (vypd),
the dry measures ({npd), and the weights (otafud)—, and shall require any seller, in the agora or in the
workshops or in the retail stores or in the taverns or in the warehouses, to use these measures (uétpa) and
weights (otabud), and to measure (petpéw) all the liquids (vypd) with the same measure (puétpov), and no
magistracy shall no more be allowed to make measures (pétpa) or weights (otéOpua) larger or smaller than
these. (12) If any magistrate makes (the metrological instruments) or does not require (the sellers) to sell
with these, he shall owe one thousand drachmas consecrated to Demeter and Kore, and in this respect
anyone, among the Athenians for whom it is allowed, who wants to calibrate and verify the measures
(uétpa) and the weights (otaBud) shall provide an inventory of his own property up to this amount, also in
the future. And the Council of the Six Hundred which is held during the month of Hecatombaeon shall have
competence.

(17) So that no one among the sellers or the buyers uses a measure (pétpov) or a weight (otabuov)

discordant with the standard (doOupintov), but only lawful ones:

— (18) The sellers of walnuts [i.e. Persian nuts], almonds, hazelnuts [i.e. nuts of Heraclea], pine nuts,
chestnuts, lotus seeds [i.e. Egyptian beans], dates, and any other delicacies which are sold with these,
lupines, olives, and kernels, shall sell with a measure (uétpov) having a capacity of three cereal half-
choinikes filled to the brim, selling with this increased choinix having a depth of five fingers and a width
of the rim of one finger. (23) Similarly, the sellers of fresh almonds, raw olives, and dried figs, shall sell
with an increased choinix twice bigger than the previously described, having a rim of three half-fingers,
and they shall use wooden choinikes. (25) If anyone sells fresh almonds or raw olives or dried figs in a
bigger or different container, he shall not sell less than a cereal medimnus; if anyone sells in a smaller
container, the magistracy under whose supervision the transaction takes place shall immediately auction
the goods, bring the money to the public bank, and break the container.

— (29) And the market mina shall weigh one hundred thirty-eight drachms of the stephanephoros [silver], in
accordance with the weights (otdfe) which are at the mint, and shall have a makeweight of twelve
drachms of the stephanephoros [silver], and everyone shall sell everything else with this mina, except for
what should expressly be sold in accordance with the silver [standard], balancing the beam of the scales at
the weight of one hundred fifty drachms of the stephanephoros [silver]. (33) The market pentamnoun
shall have a makeweight of one market mina, so that, once the beam is balanced, it shall weigh six market
minas. The market talent shall have a makeweight of five market minas, so that this one also, once the
beam is balanced, shall weigh one market talent and five market minas. (36) All [the weighing
instruments] shall be harmonized to the scales and weights which are in the marketplace.

(37) So that the measures (uétpa) and the weights (otabud) are preserved in the future:

— (38) The appointee to establish the measures (pétpa) and the weights (ctofud), Diodoros [son] of
Theophilos [from the deme] of Halai shall transmit the standards (coppoia) to the public slave appointed
in the Skias, to the one at Piraeus assigned to the epimeletes, and to the one at Eleusis.

— (40) Those shall conserve them and give metrological instruments (onkopoto) of the measures (puétpa)
and the weights (otabud) to the magistracies and to anyone else who needs them, without being allowed
to modify the standards (cOuBoia) or to remove them outside of the appointed designated premises,



except for the metrological instruments (onkopata) created in lead, and sealed [~ — —]. (44) If they ask
anybody for money, - - -\ -\ - - ——— — — — —— ] for those who need it [- —————— ] the
[public slave] in the Skias [~ — —], the prytaneis in charge and the strategos elected in charge of the

weapons shall punish him, whipping and punishing him according to the severity of the offence;
regarding the [public slave] at Piraeus, the appointee as epimeletes of the harbor [shall punish him];
regarding the [public slave] at Eleusis, the hierophant and the [- — —] men appointed each year to the
festival [shall punish him].

— (49) The public slaves shall transmit to the public slaves appointed after them all the standards (cOufoAa)
with an inventory. If they do not transmit them, it shall be required by those who supervise them
according to the decree, and if standards (cOppola) are destroyed, other standards (cOpfolia) shall be
established in place of the destroyed ones. (52) The public slaves shall also record at the Metroon a
written statement of what they received and transmitted. If they do not record it, they shall not be allowed
to hold another public function.

— (54) Diodoros shall deposit in the Acropolis metrological instruments (onkopata) of the commercial
talent, a decamnoun, a dimnoun, a mina, a half-mina, a quarter mina, a chous, and a choinix.

— (56) If anyone is caught committing fraud against the measures (uétpa) and the weights (ctofud)
deposited in the Skias, at Eleusis, at Piraeus, and in the Acropolis, be he a magistrate, a private citizen or
a public slave, he shall be subject to the applicable law concerning the punishment of the fraudsters. The
Council of the Areopagus shall have competence, and shall punish any fraudster against them according
to the applicable laws concerning the fraudsters.

(60) The man appointed to establishing the measures (uétpa) and the weights (otabud) shall inscribe this
decree on stone stelae and erect them in the premises where the measures (uétpa) and the weights (otabpd)
are also deposited.

(63) From the same [decree]:
(64) The magistrates shall use the same measure (uétpov), sealed with the leaden seal, in accordance with the
[seal] of the Skias, and shall not ask for more than one triobol; the magistracies shall also use the previously
stamped measures (uétpa), if any of the sellers do not use a stamped mesure (uétpov).



