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A Theoretical Approach to the Craftsmanship Metaphor
in Early Greek Cosmologies

1. Aristotle, Poetics, 1459a 5-7

TTOAU O€ pPEYL0TOV TO PETAPOPIKOV Elvat. povov Yap ToUTo oute Ttap’ dGANou Eott AaPeiv ebpuiag Te
OMPEIGV E0TL TO YOP €U PETAPEPELY TO TO Spotov Bewpeiv EoTiv.

But the most important thing by far is to be a maker of metaphor. It is the only thing that cannot be
learned from others; and it is also a sign of a good nature. To make good a metaphor is to see the
sameness.

2. Aristotle, Poetics, 1457b 25-30

¢vioig 8" ok Eotiv Svopa keijevov tév dvdhoyov, G’ 0UStv fiTtov dpoiwg AexBrioetar: olov 1o
TOV KOPTIOV PEV APLEVaL OTIEIPELY, TO OE TNV AGYa ATTO ToU NAIOU Avidvupov: GAN" Opolmg Eyet
T0UTO TTpOG TOV MOV KAl TO OTIELPELY TTPOG TOV KAPTIOV, 810 eipntat “oTeipwv Beoktiotav pAdya.”
Sometimes there is no word for some of the terms of the analogy but the metaphor can be used all the
same. For instance, to scatter seed is to sow, but for the flame coming from the sun, there is no word.
Yet this action is to the sun what sowing is to the seed, and so you have the phrase "sowing the god-
created fire."

3. Empedocles, B84 (Marwan Rashed’s recontruction, incorporating B87)

¢ & Ote Tig TTpdodOV VOtV TATTATO Ayvov 1
Xetpepinv d1a vikta mupog oélag aibopévoro,

QYag TAVTOIWV AVER®V AOpTITIpag apopyoug,

ol T AVEPWV pev TVelpa S100Kk1OVATIY AEVI®YV,

P& & EEw drabp@okov, 600V TAVADTEPOV NeV, 5
Aapmeokev kata Bnhov ATelpéoty AKTIvEOTLV:

w¢ O¢ 161" v pvnyEiv éepypévov oY Uytov Tip 7
YOpPO10  AOKNOAOCD KOTAOTOPYO1o” Appoditn, 7a (B87)

Aetrtijo eiv 006vnoty yevato kukhoma Koupny,

at & Udatog pev BévBog améoteyov dpgrvaevtog,

mip & EEw Srieokov, 600V TAVOWDTEPOV NeV,

1 xoavnot didvia tetpriarto Beomeoinotv. 12

As when someone planning a journey prepares a lamp,
gleam of blazing fire through a wintry night,

fits linen screens against all the winds,

and they scatter the blast of the blowing winds



but the light that is more diffuse leaps outwards,

and shines across the threshold with its tireless beams;

in the same way, after Aphrodite had fitted the ogygian fire
enclosed in membranes with dowels of love,

she poured the round-eyed Koré in filmy veils;

these kept back the deep water flowing round about them
but allowed the fire that is more diftuse to leap outwards,
where they had been bored through with marvellous funnels.

4. Odyssey V, 247-259

tétpnvev & dpa mdvia kai fppooev aAAARAotot, 247
yopgoiotv § dpa TV Ye Kai appovinoty &pnpev.

6000V Tig T E8aPOg VIOG TOPVWOETAL AVT)p

poptidog evpeing, eV 1800¢ TeKTOOUVE @V, 250
16000V €Tt evpeiav oyedinv oinoar’ ‘Oduooel,

ikpia 8¢ otHoag, dpapwv Bapéot otapiveoot

TIOiEL, ATAP paKpijoty ETnyKevideoot Tekevta,

v &’ 10TOV TrolEL KA ETTIKPLOV ApHEVOV AUTE),

pog & dpa nddaAiov Toroato, S¢p’ iBuvor, 255
ppate ¢ piv pimeoot SiapTepeg otovivnot

KUpatog eihap Epev oM & émeyevato UAnv:

1oppa O¢ pape’ Everke Kohuya, dia Bedwv,

ioTia TTonocacBa... | 259

5. Empedocles, B35.16-17

1V ¢ 1€ proyopévav YeiT EBvea pupia Ovntdv,
mavroioig idénotv apnpodta, Batpa idéobat.

And as they [the four elements] were mingled, myriads of mortal tribes poured forth,

fitted together in all kinds of forms, a wonder to behold.

6. Hesiod, Theog. 571-575

Yaing yap oUptAaooe TTeptKAUTOS Appry unelg
mapBéve aidoir ikehov Kpovidew dia Bould.
Choe Ot kai kéopnoe Bea YAaukdic Abivn
apyveén eobijti kata kpfiev 6¢ kauTTpny

Sandakénv yeipeoot katéoyede, Batpa i&éobat.

For the much-renowned Lame One molded from earth

the semblance of a reverend maiden by the plans of Cronus’ son;
and the godess, bright-eyed Athena, girdeled and adorned her
with silvery clothing, and with her hands she hung a veil

well wrought from her head, a wonder to behold.




7. Xenophanes, B1.19-24

avdp@dv & aivelv Toltov 6¢ 0O TRV dvagaivy,
@G O1 PVNPOCUVT), KAl TOV OC App’ APETHG.

oUtt payag Siémery Titnvwv oude Iydvrwv

0Ud€ <11> Kevtaipwv, TAGopaTa 1dV TTPOTEP™V,
1 oTdotag opedavag, Toig oUdev xpnoTov EveorTt,
Bedov <de> mrpopnBeinv aiev Exetv ayabov.

Praise that man who after drinking reveals noble thoughts,
According to his memory and his eagerness for excellence,
And does not recount the battles of Titans or of Giants

Or of Centaurs, inventions of earlier men,

Or fierce civil strife, things in which there is no profit at all:
But forethought about the gods is always good.

Translations: LI
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