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ANDREA DEBIASI 
 

POXY XXX  2513: IPHIGENIA IN THE CORINTHIACA OF EUMELUS 
 
 

Abstract 

 

In a previous essay (Debiasi 2003) I perused an epic fragment, preserved in POxy LIII 3698, containing hexameters of 

Argonautic subject, which I argued to be early, by providing some pieces of evidence for an attribution to the Corinthiaca 

of Eumelus of Corinth. POxy LIII 3698 presents both an appearance and palaeographic characteristics corresponding to 

those of POxy XXX 2513 (edited by Lobel 1964, 13-15) similarly consisting of remnants of hexameters featuring an 

Homeric tincture. POxy LIII 3698 proves to be “written in the same hand as XXX 2513 and apparently from the same 

manuscript... the physical appearance of the two fragments is so similar as to leave little doubt that they are parts of one and 

the same manuscript, one would guess from the same vicinity” (Haslam 1986, 10-15). 

POxy XXX 2513 has been investigated by Janko 1982, who recognized in the fragment a scene of the sacrifice of Iphigenia 

at Aulis and traced it back tentatively to the cyclic epic Cypria. Such ascription needs to be revised in the light of the 

apparent belonging of the lines in POxy LIII 3698 to the Corinthiaca: from this perspective an equal attribution of POxy 

XXX 2513 to Eumelus’ epic is the most economical and advisable approach by far. The figure of Iphigenia fits very well in 

the genealogical frame informing the  Corinthiaca, in which the daughter of Agamemnon and Clytaemestra must be a 

descendant of the ruler of Corinth Sisyphus, since in Eumelus’ poem Sisyphus’ son Glaucus is Iphighenia’s great-

grandfather, being the natural father of Clytaemestra’s mother Leda (Eum. fr. 7 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 8 Davies = fr. 25 West). 

The Trojan saga, with its premises and developments turns out to be meaningful for Eumelus, who cannot have neglected it 

in his ‘Corinthian Epic Cycle’ (West 2002; cf. Debiasi 2004 and 2005). Based on some textual parallelisms with passages 

from Euripides’ Iphigenia in Aulis and Iphigenia in Tauris, as well as from Lycophron (Alex. 183-201) and Nonnus of 

Panopolis (Dion. 13.104-119), a reading of POxy XXX 2513 will be offered, which considers not only the episode of 

Iphigenia at Aulis but also the development where Iphigenia moves to Tauris and becomes a priestess sacrificing strangers. I 

will also point out a few analogies, both formal and thematic, between POxy LIII 3698 and POxy XXX 2513, as well as 

some parallelisms and common denominators – first of all the Pontic background, of paramount interest to Eumelus – 

between the Argonautic saga involving Medea and Jason and the vicissitudes of Iphigenia and Orestes. 
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1) POxy XXX 2513 (tabulation by R. Janko, ZPE 49, 1982, 28-29; emphasis on the median 

caesura): 

4    ‡‡ P h lh ˜ i avdh ∫  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

      *    *   * 

7    ‡‡ ˜ qe o u ;ć  p∫   –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

8          ̃ć   ‡‡ qr h<i>k w'∫ n –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

         *    *   *  

11 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  ˜d e ‡‡ m ela in ∫  —  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

12 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  ˜e n ‡‡ a g ai o m∫   ¸ —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

13 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —     ˜   ‡‡ o J m e;n eu jf∫ h m  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

14 —  –Æ–Æ     ≠I fig eṽ ne ia  ‡‡ b a r<e>iv .∫  —  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

15 —  ¸  ej̃ u >pl ∫o vk_̃ a _mo ć   ‡‡ do li c∫ 

16 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  ˜h |ć t∫o  ‡‡ a _[n˜a x a jn dr w'∫n  ≠A g amevmnwn  

17 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  ˜h nd∫e  ‡‡  c˜jt wna ć_ . ∫  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

18 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  ˜b wvn ∫  . ‡‡   . B ˜ mh vt≠ a jka∫   —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

19 —  –Æ–Æ  —  ˜.  nhl∫h ;̃ ć   ‡‡  tam ∫j ṽ h ć  p∫ o levmo io   ¸ —  — 

     *       *      * 

22 —  –Æ–Æ  —    ˜ ga _jvhi  ‡‡  du ∫ ć_̃ ce imevr w ∫i   —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

23 —  –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  — ˜  . . o n ‡‡  e[ma _ry∫e˜  fil ∫  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

24 —  –Æ–Æ ˜e ć  ć i 'to n        ‡‡  . . . . ∫.˜  . ć itj∫ z  —  — 

25 — ¸    k ać ivg ˜ nh to i   ‡‡  ć fevt e∫r˜o i  d ∫ –Æ–Æ  —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

26 —  –Æ–Æ  — ¸ ˜pnoh ć i  ‡‡  k ai ; ≠Argeivh ∫ 

27 —  –Æ–Æ  — ˜n  m eq ≠ o [m il on   ‡‡  ∫ 

  *       *      * 

29 —  –Æ–Æ  — ˜. kef alh ;n ‡‡ ć _u n∫  

30         ̃n ∫ ˜  .e     ‡‡  peć ei 'n e∫ 

31    ‡‡  h J̃ g h vtor eć  h jd∫ e; me vdon te ć 

32    ‡‡  ć ˜tib a rh'ć  ejco ∫ —  –Æ–Æ  —  — 

 
 
Further remarkable readings: 
 
3  cevr ˜n ib a∫ (ć ô )  Janko 
6  ejn˜  pur ∫  Lobel 
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~ ~ 

Sisyphus 

Glaucus Panteidyia Thestius 

Leda Tyndareos ~ 

Castor Polydeuces Clytaemestra Agamemnon ~ Helen Menelaus ~ Cnossia ~ 

Xenodamus Orestes Iphigenia Hermione 

2)  Schol. ad Apoll. Rhod. 1.146-149a = Eum. fr. 7 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 8 Davies = fr. 25 West 

 

G lauvko u  de; a ujth ;n (Ledam) t o u' – i ć uvf ou  ei \na i patro;ć  ejn K o r inqi ako i'ć  l evg ei E u [mh loć  k ai; P an te idu ivać 

mh tro vć , iJć to r w'n  o {t i tw'n  i{p pwn  a jpo lo m evn wn h\lq en  eijć  L ake daivmo na oJ G lau 'koć  ka i; e jke i' e jmi vgh  

P antei du iva i: h }n u {ć ter o n ghvm ać qai  Q eć t ivw i fać i; (v.l. fh ć i ;) <k ai ; te ke i'n> th;n  Lh vda n, g ovnw i me;n  o u\ć an 

G lauvko u , lovg wi d e; Q eć tivou . 

 

3) Favorin. Corinth. 14 = Eum. fr. 8 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 12 Davies = fr. 22* West 

 

kai; g a vr  to i kai; a jg w'n a pr w 'to n  ejntau qo i' te qh'n aiv fa ć i n uJpo ; t w'n du vo  q ew 'n, k ai; ni kh 'ć ai  K a vć tor a  me;n 

ć t avdi on ... p u g mh;n  P o lu deu vkh ć ... 

 

4a) Apollod. Bibl. 3.11.1 = Eum. fr. 9 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 9 Davies = fr. 33 West (incertae sedis) 

 

Menevla oć  me;n ou \n ejx  ïE l evn hć  ïE rm io vnh n ejg evnnhć e ... ejk K n wćć ivać  de; n uvmf h ć  ka ta; E u [mh lon  X eno vda mon . 

 

4b) Apollod. epit. 3.3 

 

ejf≠ hJme vrać  d≠ ejnn eva xeni ć qei;ć  (Alexander/Paris) par a ; Mene la vwi, th'i  dek avth i de; p or eu q evntoć  e ijć  K rhvt hn 

ejke ivn ou  kh deu 'ć ai to ;n mh tro pavt or a  K atr eva, pei vqei th ;n ïE le vnh n  ajpag age i'n  ć u;n  eJau tw'i . 

 

Genealogical Table 
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5)  Pind Ol. 13.49-60 

 

ejg w; de; i [di o ć  ejn  ko inw'i ć t ale ivć  

50 mh 'tivn  te garu vw n pal aigovn wn 

povl em ovn t≠ ejn  h Jr wivai ć  ajr eta i'ć in  

ou j y euvć o m≠ ajm fi; K o r ivn qw i, – ivć u fo n 

    me;n  pu kn ovt ato n pal avma ić  wJć  qe ovn, 

kai; ta ;n  patr o;ć  a jntiva Mhv-  

    dei an  q emevnan ga vmo n  aujta'i, 

na iÖ ć w vteir a n ≠A rgo i' ka i; pr o povl o i ć : 

 

55 ta ; d e; kai v po t ≠ ejn  ajlk a'i 

pro ; Dar davn ou  te icevwn  ejdo vkhć an  

ejp≠ a jm fovt era  m aca 'n tavm ne in  tevlo ć , 

to i; me ;n g evn ei  fivl wi ć u ;n ≠A tr evoć  

ïE levnan  ko m ivz o nt eć , o iJ d≠ a jpo ; pa vmpa n 

60 ei [rg o nt eć :... 

 

6) Schol. Pind. Ol. 13.74f = Eum. fr. 3, 6-8 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 2, 6-8 Davies = fr. 17, 6-8 West 

 

A i jhvth ć  d≠ a [r ≠ eJkw ;n Bou vnwi  par evdw ke fu lavć ć e in , 

ei jć  o{ ke n au jto;ć  i {ko it ≠ hj≠ ejx  a u jto i'o v t ić  a[ll o ć , 

h] pai 'ć  hj≠ u i Jwn ovć : o } d≠ i{k eto  Ko lc ivd a g ai'an . 

 

7) Schol. Apoll. Rhod. 2.946-954c = Eum. fr. 10 Bernabé = Cor. fr. 7 Davies = fr. 29 West 

 

povl ić  t ou ' P o vntou  hJ – i nwvp h , w jnom ać mevnh  ajpo ; t h'ć  ≠A ć wpou ' qu g atr o;ć  – i nwvphć , h}n  a Jr pa vć a ć  ≠A povl lwn  a jpo ; 

ïU r ivać  ejk ovmi ć en ei jć  P ovn to n ... e jn de ; t o i'ć  ≠O r fiko i'ć  fiA r ewć  k ai; A i jg i vnh ć  gen ealo g ei'tai , ka ta; de v t in ać 

fiA r ewć  kai; P ar navć ć hć , ka t≠ Eu[m h lo n kai; ≠A r ić to tevl h n  ≠Ać wpo u'. 

 

8) Eum. fr. 17 Bernabé = fr. dub. 2 Davies = fr. 35 West 

 

a jll ≠ E u[m h lo ć  m e;n o J K or ivn qi oć  tr e i'ć  fhć in  ei \nai  Mou vć ać  qu g at evr ać  ≠A po vll wno ć : K h fi ćo u'n , 

≠A po l lwn ivd a, B o ru ć qenivda . 
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9) Lycophr. Alex. 183-201: 

 

 o iJ d ≠ a u \ pr o gennh vteir an ou jlam wnu vmou  

 b u vkta ić i ce rnivya nte ć  wjm h ćt ai; po vr in, 

185 to u' – ku r ivo u  dr avko nto ć  e[n to kon  l ec wv, 

 h}n  o J x u vn eu noć  – almudh ć ivać  a Jlo;ć  

 ejn to;ć  manteu vwn , ïE ll a vdo ć  kar atovmo n, 

 dar o;n  f alh r i w'ć an o ijkhvć ei  ć pivlon  

 K evl tro u  pr o;ć  ejk b o lai'ć i  lim na ivwn  po tw'n, 

190 po q w'n  d avma rta , t hvn po t≠ ejn ć f ag a i'ć  k ema ;ć 

 la imo ;n pr o qe i'ć a fać g avn wn e]k rJuvć etai.  

 b a qu;ć  d≠ e [ć w r Jhg m i'n oć  au jdh qhvć etai 

 e[r h mo ć  ejn  k rovk ai ć i  nu mf ivo u  dr o vmo ć , 

 ć t evno ntoć  a [tać  kai; k enh ;n nau klhr ivan  

195 kai; th ;n  a[fan to n  ei\doć  hjll o i wmevnh n  

 Gr a i'a n ć fa geivwn  h jde; c ern ivb wn pe vlać  

 ‹A id ou  te  p afl avzo nto ć  ejk  b u q w'n fl o g i; 

 kr ath 'r oć , o}n  mevl ai na po ifu vxe i fqi tw 'n 

 ć a vr ka ć  lebh t ivz ou ć a da italo urg iva i. 

200 C wJ me;n pat hvć ei c w'ro n aija vz wn – ku vqhn , 

 ei jć  pevnte  p ou  pl ei w'nać  iJm eivr wn  levc ouć . 

 

Cf. Alex. 323-325: 

 

ć e; d ≠ w jma ; pr o;ć  n umfe i'a  k ai; g amh livouć  

a [x ei  qu h la;ć  ć tug no ;ć  fiI fi doć  levw n,  

325 mh tro ;ć  kel ainh 'ć  cevr nib ać  mi mo u vmen oć. 

 

10) Nonn. Dion. 13.104-119: 

 

 o i{ t ≠ e [co n  ajgr omevnwn  xei nh dovk on  o u\d ać  ≠A ca iw'n , 

105 A ujl ivd a petrhve ć ć an , ejd evq lio n ≠Io cea ivr hć ,  

 h|c i qe a; b ar uvmh ni ć  ojr eć ćau vlwi  par a; b wm w'i 

 devkto  quh po l ivhn  yeu dhvm o no ć  ≠If ig e ne ivh ć , 

 kai; kem a;ć  o ujr e ć ivfo i to ć  ajme mfevi ka ive to  pu rć w 'i, 
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 a Jr pamevnh ć  no vqon  e i\do ć  a jlh qevo ć  ≠Ifi g eneivh ć , 

110 h}n  ≠O d uć eu;ć  ejkovm ić će  d o lo plovko ć  wJć  ≠A c ilh'o ć  

 ejć ć o mevn hn pr o; mo vqo i o  pareu nevtin , e[nq en ajk ouve i 

 A ujl i;ć  a jnu mfeuvto io  g amo ć tovlo ć  ≠Ifi ge neivh ć , 

 oJl kavć i d≠ ≠A r ge ivw n ejpe ću vr i će po mpo ;ć  ajh vthć  

 a [yo fa mas tivz w n ejcenh ivd oć  a[k ra g a lhvnh ć , 

115 ne bro fovn wi  b ać i lh 'i fe vr wn  p alina vgr e ton  au[r hn, 

 ko uvrh  d ≠ o jye; mo lo u 'ća  m eta vrć io ć  ejć  c qovn a T au vr wn  

 fr i kta; kak o xe ivn wn ejdi davć keto  qeć ma ; leb hvtw n, 

 a jn evra  d ai tr euvo uć a , ka i; a jn dr o fovn wi  p ara ; b wmw 'i 

 g n wto ;n aJli pt o ivh to n ajnez wvgr h ć en ≠O revć th n . 

 

11) Hyg. fab. 261: 

 

Iphigenia... cognovit fratrem Orestem, qui... cum amico Pylade Colchos petierat 

 

For Hyginus drawing on Eumelus cf. Hyg. fab. 183 = Titan. fr. 7 (II) Bernabé = fr. 4B Davies = Eum. fr. 11 West; fab. 275.6 

= Eum. fr. 1 (II) Bernabé; fab. 150, on which, see West 2002, 113; fab. 273.10-11, on which, see Debiasi 2005, 54-55. 

 

Some notes on POxy XXX 2513 

 

3 cevr˜niba∫(ćô) Janko, based on Eur. Iph. Aul. 1568-1569 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis) 

 

oJ p a i'ć d ≠ o J P hl evwć ejn k uvkl wi bwmo;n  q ea 'ć 

la bw;n  k anou 'n e[br exe  c evr niba vć q ≠ o Jm ou'.  

 

But cf. also Eur. Iph. Taur. 622 and 644-645 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Tauroi: dialogue with Orestes) 

 

622 ou [k , all a; ca ivt hn  a jmf i; ćh ;n ce r n ivyo ma i 

644 k a tol of u vro ma i će; to ;n cer nivb wn 

rJa n ivći  m el ovm eno n a iJm ak ta i'ć.. 

 

Lycophr. Alex. 196 and 325 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Tauroi) 

 

196 sfa g e ivw n hjd e; ce rn ivb wn p evla ć 

325 mh tro ;ć k ela in h'ć cevr niba ć mimo uvm eno ć 
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4 Phlh˜iavdh∫(ćô) Janko (tentatively, since “˜ ia dh ∫ will admit numerous supplements” and P h l hia vd hć is always genitive 

in Homer). 

 

Cf. the pivotal motif of the wedding between Achilles and Helen in Eur. Iph. Aul. and Iph. Taur.; Nonn. Dion. 13.110-112; 

and especially Lycophr. Alex. 186-194 and 200-201 (wanderings of Achilles searching in vain Helen through Scythia and 

the Black Sea). 

 

6 ejn˜ pur∫  Lobel 

 

Janko refers to Eur. Iph. Aul. 1606 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis) 

 

ejn  ïH f a ivćto u  fl og iv, 

 

and Iph. Taur. 16 and 26 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis) 

 

16 ejć e[mp ur ≠ h\l qe 

26 uJp e;r  p ura 'ć 

 

But cf. also Eur. Iph. Taur. 625-626 and 1154-1155 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Tauroi) 

 

625 (Or .) t avfo ć de ; p o i'o ć devx eta iv m≠ , o {t an  q avn wÉ 

( If .)  p u'r  iJer o;n  e [ndo n  cavćma  t ≠ e ujr wpo ;n p evtr a ć 

1154-1155 (Q ova ć)  .. . h [dh  t w'n x evn wn k athvrx a to É 

ajd uvt o ić ejn  aJgn o i'ć sw 'ma  l avm pon ta i pu r ivÉ 

  

Lycophr. Alex. 197-198 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Tauroi: boiling cauldron) 

 

‹A id ou  te p a fla vzo nto ć e jk  bu qw'n  flo g i; 

kr a th'ro ć... 

 

8 Qrh<i>kw'∫n 

 

Winds from Thrace? Janko, thinking of the sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis. 

 

But cf. also the wider meaning of Thrace/Thracian = Scythian, Pontic; see Lycophr. Alex. 186-187 

 

h}n  o J x uvn eu no ć –a l mu dh ćiva ć a Jlo ;ć 

ejn to ;ć ma nteuvw n... 
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and schol. ad loc: –al mu dhććo ;ć d e; p o tamo;ć Q r avik h ć. 

Cf. G.W.Mooney ad loc.: “The Salmydesian sea was the W. part of the Euxine, here the Euxine generally”. 

 

11 demelain∫ “ought to contain part of me vl a ina, but whether this refers to black fate or black sea is uncertain” (Janko). 

 

But cf. also Lycophr. Alex. 198 and 325 where Iphigenia (sacrificing) is defined me vl a ina, and k el a inhv respectively. 

Cf. the archaic assimilation of Iphigenia with Hecate: Hes. fr. 23b M.-W.; Stesich. PMG fr. 215 Page = PMGF p. 209 

Davies. 

 

22 du∫ć_̃ ceimevrw∫i Lobel. 

 

“In the context, we need... Tauri, to which this epithet could certainly apply” (Janko). 

Cf. Herod 4.28 (land of the Scythians/Tauroi) d u ćceivmer o ć de; au {th hJ k a ta le cqe i'ća  pa 'sa  c wvr h  ou{t w dh v tiv e jsti... 

 

23 ˜..on e[ma_ry∫e˜ fil∫hć (ajpo; patrivdoć ai[hć)ô  

 

“Of Iphigenia’s transfer to a barbarous land?” (Janko). 

 

25 kaćivg˜nhtoi ćfevte∫r˜oi d.∫ Lobel. 

 

Janko: “There seems no place for these brothers in the apotheosis of Iphigeneia”. 

 

If our text belongs to the Corinthiaca the apotheosis of Iphigenia (mentioned in the Cypria) is not longer a requirement. 

In such a context the k a ćivg nhto i may be 

• either Iphigenia and Orestes (cf. Hes. fr. 280.21 M.-W.: Peirithous and Persephones k a ćivg n hto i: brother/sister); 

cf. Nonn. Dion. XIII 119 

• or Orestes and Pilades: cf. k a ćivg nh to ć = “cousin” in more general sense (M. Schmidt, s.v. kasivgnhto~, in LfgrE 

XIV 1991, 1340-1344). 

 

26 pnoh<i>ći kai; ≠Argeivh-  

 

Janko: “Winds and Argive Ships?”. 

 

Cf. also Eur. Iph. Taur. 1394-1395 (and 1412-1413) 

 

de ino;ć g a ;r  ejlq w;n  a [ne mo ć ejx a ivf nh ć ne w;ć 

wjq ei' p al ivmp ru mn ≠ iJstiv≠... 
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concerning the “Hellene ship” (Iph. Taur. 1292, 1345, 1424-1425) used by Orestes, Pilades, and Iphigenia fleeing the land 

of the Tauroi. 

 

Cf. POxy LIII 3698.8 pno ih'i u Jp≠ a _iz h w'∫ i  

Possibly a mention of an adverse wind impeding the sailing of the ship Argos (cf. POxy LIII 3698.25: nh'a  eu v∫ćć˜ el mo n and 

30: nh ˜o;ć e jp ∫ i; g ˜la _fur h'ć), with Mopsus revealing the measures necessary to achieve a cessation: 

cf. Apoll. Rhod. 1.1092 ff. (drawing likely from Eumelus) 

 

1092 Aijćo nivdh , cr eiwv će  to vd ≠ iJer o ;n  eijća n iovnt a  

D induvm ou  o jkr iove nto ć ejuvq ro no n iJl avx a ćqa i 

M htevr a  ću mp a vntwn ma ka vrw n, l hvx ou ći d ≠ a [el l a i 

za cr hei'ć... 

1098 ejk  g a;r  th'ć a [ne mo iv te  q avl a ćća v t e ne io vqi te c qw;n  

p a 'ća  p ep e ivr an ta i nifove n q ≠ e {do ć Oujl uvm po io. 

 

29 kefalhvn 

 

Likely the head of the victim. 

Cf. Herod. 103.1-2 (description of Taurian sacrificial rituals) k a ta vra ć eujx a vm eno i r Jop a vlw i p a ivou ći th;n  k ef al hvn... t h ;n 

de; k efa l h;n ajn a ćtau ro u'ći 

 

Eur. Iph. Taur. 621 and 623 (Orestes asking Iphigenia) 

 

621 au jth; x ivf e i quvo u ća  qh'lu ć a[r ćena ćÉ  

623 oJ de ; ćf a g eu;ć t ivć , e ij  ta vd≠ iJćto re i'n  m e cr hvÉ  

 

Lycophr. Alex. 187: Iphigenia ïEl la vdo ć k ar ato vmo n. 


