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POxy XXX 2513:IPHIGENIA IN THE CORINTHIACAOF EUMELUS

Abstract

In a previous essay (Debiasi 2003) | perused an fepgment, preserved ROXxy LIl 3698, containing hexameters of
Argonautic subject, which | argued to be earlypbgviding some pieces of evidence for an attributim theCorinthiaca

of Eumelus of CorinthPOxy LIIl 3698 presents both an appearance and palagbigr characteristics corresponding to
those of POxy XXX 2513 (edited by Lobel 1964, 13-15) similarlprsisting of remnants of hexameters featuring an
Homeric tincture.POxy LIl 3698 proves to be “written in the same hargdXXX 2513 and apparently from the same
manuscript... the physical appearance of the tagnfients is so similar as to leave little doubt thay are parts of one and
the same manuscript, one would guess from the saiméty”’ (Haslam 1986, 10-15).

POxyXXX 2513 has been investigated by Janko 1982, rgbognized in the fragment a scene of the sacrifidphigenia

at Aulis and traced it back tentatively to the @yapic Cypria. Such ascription needs to be revised in the lahthe
apparent belonging of the lines ROxy LIII 3698 to theCorinthiaca from this perspective an equal attributionREdxy
XXX 2513 to Eumelus’ epic is the most economical advisable approach by far. The figure of Iphigdits very well in
the genealogical frame informing th€orinthiaca in which the daughter of Agamemnon and Clytaeraestust be a
descendant of the ruler of Corinth Sisyphus, simcéEumelus’ poem Sisyphus’ son Glaucus is Iphigiiengreat-
grandfather, being the natural father of Clytaenagsimother Leda (Eum. fr. 7 Bernab&er. fr. 8 Davies = fr. 25 West).
The Trojan saga, with its premises and developntants out to be meaningful for Eumelus, who carrave neglected it
in his ‘Corinthian Epic Cycle’ (West 2002; cf. Daki 2004 and 2005). Based on some textual pasatisliwvith passages
from Euripides’Iphigenia in Aulisand Iphigenia in Tauris as well as from LycophrorAlex. 183-201) and Nonnus of
Panopolis Dion. 13.104-119), a reading ¢fOxy XXX 2513 will be offered, which considers not ortlye episode of
Iphigenia at Aulis but also the development whelddenia moves to Tauris and becomes a priestegficgag strangers. |
will also point out a few analogies, both formatahematic, betweeROXxy LIII 3698 andPOxy XXX 2513, as well as
some parallelisms and common denominators — firsllothe Pontic background, of paramount intetesEumelus —

between the Argonautic saga involving Medea andnJaad the vicissitudes of Iphigenia and Orestes.
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1) POxy XXX 2513 (tabulation by R. Jank&PE 49, 1982, 28-29; emphasis on the median

caesura):
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Further remarkable readings:

3 xeolviBal(c?) Janko
6 &v] mug[ Lobel



2) Schol. adApoll. Rhod. 1.146-149a = Eum. fr. 7 Bernab€ar. fr. 8 Davies = fr. 25 West

wadxov 8¢ avtnv (Ledam)tol Cicdgov gival oteoc &v Kogivbiaxoic Aéyetr Edunioc xot Mavteidoloc
untedc, ictoedv OTL TAV Inmev drmoAopévov HABev eic Aoxedolpovo 0 Thabxoc xol €xel ulyn
IMavtetduiar fiv Getegov ynuochor Osctiot poct (V.. gnetl) (xal texglv) tnv Andav, yoval pev odcov

Iodxov, Aoyt 8& Osctiov.
3) Favorin.Corinth. 14 = Eum. fr. 8 Bernabé Eor. fr. 12 Davies = fr. 22West

%0l YGQ TOL %0l Qy®va medTtov £vravdol tedfjval pocty OO Tev dVo Oedv, xal vixfcar Kdactogo pev

ctadiov... moyunv MoAvdednnc...

4a)  Apollod.Bibl. 3.11.1 = Eum. fr. 9 BernabéGor. fr. 9 Davies = fr. 33 Westr(certae sedis
Mevéraoc pev odv €€ ‘Erévne ‘Eguiovny £yévvncee... £x Kvacciac 8¢ voupnce xoto Ebuniov Zevédopov.
4b) Apollod. epit. 3.3

£ Muégoc § vvea Eevicbele (Alexander/Parisjopo Meveldot, Tt dexdtnt 8¢ Togevbévtoce eic Kontnv

&xelvou xndebeot Tov unreortarogo Kotpéa, meibetl tnv "EAEVNV Grmayayeiv chv EavTat.

Genealogical Table

Sisyphus
Glaucus ~ Panteidyia ~ Thestius
Leda ’|‘ Tyndareos
Castor Polydeuces  Clytaemestra~ Agamemnon Helen ~ Menelaus~ Cnhossia

Orestes Iphigenia Hermione Xenodamus



5)
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7)

PindOl. 13.49-60
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Schol.Pind.Ol. 13.74f = Eum. fr. 3, 6-8 BernabéGor. fr. 2, 6-8 Davies = fr. 17, 6-8 West

Alftne § ¢’ éxov Bovvel mopédoxe guidccely,
gic 0 xev avtoc Txort 1 €€ aToid Tic dAloC,

1} wolic /) vievoce: 6 & Txeto Kodyida yoiav.

Schol.Apoll. Rhod. 2.946-954c¢ = Eum. fr. 10 Bernab€aer. fr. 7 Davies = fr. 29 West
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8)

Eum. fr. 17 Bernabé = fr. dub. 2 Davies = fr. 383V
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"Amolhovido, Bogucbevida.



9)

Lycophr.Alex.183-201:
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gvtoc pavtedov, ‘EALGdoc xopatopov,
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%0l TNV GpovTov £180¢ HALOLOUEVV
Todilov copayelov Nde xeoviBov téoc
“A1dov te TopAGLovtoc £x BuOdV ProYL
%QQTTQOC, OV LEAOLVO, TTOLPOEEL POLTGY
cboxac AefntiCovca dattorovgyiat.

X0 pev mathcet ydov aialov CxHony,

glc TEVTE oL TAELBVOC THELQ®OV AE)OLC.

Cf. Alex.323-325:

10)

325

c€ & @Ua TEOC VOUPELD x0l YOUTALOVC
a&et Bunhac ctuyvoe “Igpidoc Aéov,

UNTEOC xeAoLviic xEQVIBaC HIHOVUEVOC.

Nonn.Dion. 13.104-119:

105

oL T €xov drygopévav Eglvndoxov ovdoc "Ayoidv,
AOMSo teTeneccay, £8£0Mov Toysolonc,

M B0 Bogbunvic dpeccavAnL TOQO Popdt
d&xto Bunmoriny Yevdhuovoc Ipryeveinc,

%OL XEUAC OVQECLPOLTOC GUEUPEL XALETO TTLRCHL,



apmapévne vobov e1doc dAndeoc Tpryevelrc,

110  fjv’Oduceve éxduicce dorlomAdxoc oc  Ayiifioc
£CCopgVTV 11RO 100010 TTOREVVETLY, EVOEV GtoVEL
AVMC dvougpedTolo yapoctoroc Tpryeveine,
OAxGcet 8 AQyelov £mechOLCE TOUTTOC GNTNC
oo pootilov Exevnidoc dxa yoAnvnc,

115  veBoo@ovat BactAfit pEQmv TaAvEyQeToV adQNV,
700N & OPE porotea petdpctoc £c x0ovo Tavgwv
PO TO xoxoEEIvaV £818GcxeTO Becua AefrTav,
avépa dartevouca, xal Av8QOMOVML a0 BOUdL

YVOTOV GALTTTOINTOV Avelayoncey ‘Ogéctny.

11) Hyg.fab.261:

Iphigenia... cognovit fratrem Orestem, qui... cumi@ Pylade Colchos petierat

For Hyginus drawing on Eumelus cf. Hygb. 183 =Titan.fr. 7 (Il) Bernabé = fr. #Davies = Eum. fr. 11 Wedab. 275.6
= Eum. fr. 1 (Il) Bernab&ab. 150, on which, see West 2002, 1f&h.273.10-11, on which, see Debiasi 2005, 54-55.

Some notes on POxy XXX 2513

3 x€alviBal(c?) Janko, based on Euph. Aul.1568-1569 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis)

0 malic & 6 TInAéwc v xOxdot Bouodv Osdc

apav xovodv EBpeke yéovipac 8 opod.
But cf. also Eurlph. Taur.622 and 644-645 (Iphigenia sacrificing among therda dialogue with Orestes)
622  oUx, 0ALG x0TIV GUEPL CTV XEQVIPOUOL
644  xatolopOQEOUOL CE TOV XEQVIPOV
Qovict LEAOUEVOV OLOXTOIC.

Lycophr.Alex. 196 and 325 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Turo

196  ocpoyeiov 18 xeevipov mélac
325  unreoc xelaviic xéevipoc ppoduevoce



4 TInAnJwddn[(c?) Janko (tentatively, sincdiadn[ will admit numerous supplements” afidjAniadnc is always genitive

in Homer).
Cf. the pivotal motif of the wedding between Achdlland Helen in Eulph. Aul.andlph. Taur; Nonn.Dion. 13.110-112;
and especially LycophAlex. 186-194 and 200-201 (wanderings of Achilles sdagcin vain Helen through Scythia and
the Black Sea).
6 &v] wog[ Lobel
Janko refers to Eulph. Aul.1606 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis)

£v ‘Healctov oloyl,

andlph. Taur 16 and 26 (sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis)

16 £c éumug’ AAOe

26 UmEQ mugdic
But cf. also Eurlph. Taur.625-626 and 1154-1155 (Iphigenia sacrificing amtbregTauroi)
625  (0g.) Tapoc 8¢ moioc d&Eetol W, Stov 0ave;
(Ip.) TOQ 10V &vdov ydcua T £DEOTOV TETQOC
1154-1155 (©dac) ... §dn Tdv Eévav xatneEoto;
adbrotc v Gyvoic oo AGUToVTaL TTLQEL;

Lycophr.Alex.197-198 (Iphigenia sacrificing among the Taureoilihg cauldron)

“A1dov e mogpAdLovToc £x PubdY PAoyL

®QATTQOC...

8 Oan(V)=a[v

Winds from Thrace? Janko, thinking of the sacrifi€¢phigenia at Aulis.

But cf. also the wider meaning of Thrace/Thracig®cythian, Pontic; see Lycophxlex.186-187

fiv 6 Ebvevvoc Cotpvdncloc aAdc

£vTOC HovTELOV...



andschol. ad locCoApvdnecoc 8& motopudc Ogonxrc.
Cf. G.W.Mooneyad loc: “The Salmydesian sea was the W. part of the Eptiere the Euxine generally”.

11 depelanv| “ought to contain part qfédaivo, but whether this refers to black fate or black iseuncertain” (Janko).
But cf. also LycophrAlex.198 and 325 where Iphigenia (sacrificing) is dedipéAaivo, andxeloivi respectively.

Cf. the archaic assimilation of Iphigenia with HecaHes. fr. 23b M.-W.; StesictPMG fr. 215 Page PMGF p. 209
Davies.

22 dv[clyewéoolr Lobel.

“In the context, we need... Tauri, to which thistlegt could certainly apply” (Janko).
Cf. Herod 4.28 (land of the Scythians/Taui}yciuegoc 8¢ atitn M| xotareydeica Tdca x0on oVTe 81 Tt £6TL...

23 ]..0v E€ngi[e] @LA[nc (arto TaTeidoc ainc)?
“Of Iphigenia’s transfer to a barbarous land?” kign
25 xactylvnrot cpéte[plot 6. Lobel.
Janko: “There seems no place for these brothaheiapotheosis of Iphigeneia”.
If our text belongs to th€orinthiacathe apotheosis of Iphigenia (mentioned in@ypria) is not longer a requirement.
In such a context theactyvnror may be
« either Iphigenia and Orestes (cf. Hes. fr. 280.23W Peirithous and Persephoneas:iyvnrot: brother/sister);
cf. Nonn.Dion. XIIl 119

e or Orestes and Pilades: ebctyvnroc = “cousin” in more general sense (M. Schmidt, satiyvirog, in LfgrE
X1V 1991, 1340-1344).

26 wvon(u)ct xal ‘Agyein-

Janko: “Winds and Argive Ships?”.

Cf. also Eurlph. Taur 1394-1395 (and 1412-1413)

dewvoc Yoo EM0mV Bvepoc EEolpvnc venc

@OT TOATQLNY 16T ...



concerning the “Hellene shipTph. Taur 1292, 1345, 1424-1425) used by Orestes, Pilaes)phigenia fleeing the land

of the Tauroi.

Cf. POxyLIll 3698.8tvolm v’ quina[t

Possibly a mention of an adverse wind impedingstikng of the ship Argos (cPOxyLIll 3698.25:vfja gb[ccleduov and
30:vnJoc £mt[1 ylhapuefic), with Mopsus revealing the measures necessagtizve a cessation:

cf. Apoll. Rhod. 1.1092 ff. (drawing likely from Euelus)

1092  Aicovidn, xoeld ce T08 1eQOV glcaviovTol
Awvd0pov oxglosvtoc £68govov IdEachot
MnNT£QO COMTTAVTOV LOXAQEOV, ANEovct & deAdot
Cayonetic...

1098  &x yogQ Tic dvepot te Bdhoced te veldbt te yOmv

mica memelgavtal vigpoey 8 Edoc OVAOUTOL0.
29 xeuifv
Likely the head of the victim.
Cf. Herod. 103.1-2 (description of Taurian sacidfigituals)xotdgoc evEduevol Qomdimt TalovCL THY REPOANV... THV
3& ne@alny Gvoctovgodet

Eur.Iph. Taur 621 and 623 (Orestes asking Iphigenia)

621  ovtn Elpet Bdovca BjAue docevac;

623 08¢ cpoyeve Tic, 1 TAS 1cTOEELY pe xon;

Lycophr.Alex. 187: IphigenidEALdSoc xoQatopov.



