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In his nature Cyrus is reputed and still celebrated even now among the barbarians as most beautiful
in his form and most loving of humanity in his soul, as well as most loving of learning and most
loving of being honored, to the point that he would endure every labor and undergo every danger in
order to be praised.
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He was perhaps a little too chatty, in part because of his education, in that he was compelled by his
teacher both to give an account of what he was doing and to receive one from others whenever he
judged a case, but also, because he was philomathés, he himself was always asking those present for
explanations of many things, and as often as he himself was questioned by others, he would quickly
answer because he was keen-witted, such that a chatty disposition became customary for him from
all these sources.

IIb. Socrates’ Pupils
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He would take as proof of the good natures [of his students] their swiftness of learning whatever
they paid attention to and the remembrance of what they learned and the desire for all the lessons by
which it is possible to manage a household and a city well, and in general to utilize well both human
beings and human activity.

IIc. The Pupil Socrates
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First this, Ischomachus, I said, I think I would gladly learn (for that is especially the character of the

lover of wisdom), how I might work the land, should I wish, and harvest the most batley and wheat.

IITa. Cyrus loving to learn to ride horses and eager to learn about what animals he may hunt
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IIIb. Xenophon’s Younger Cyrus Excelling in the Persian .4gogé
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He seemed to be...most loving of horses and best at managing them. They adjudged him also to be

most eager to learn about the arts of war (philomathestatos), namely in using the bow and spear, and

most diligent at practicing them. And when it befit his age, he was most loving of the hunt and in

fact most loving of danger in regard to wild beasts.

IVa. Eagerness to hear Tigranes, the pupil of a sophist
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IVb. Isocrates’ Letter to Demonicus of Cyprus
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1f vou are a philomathés, then you will be a learner of many things. Maintain what you know with

practice; but what you have not learned, seize with understanding. For it is as shameful to hear a

useful account and not to learn it as it is to neglect something good given by friends. Spend your

leisure time in life in the love of hearing accounts of things. For in this way discoveries difficult for
others to make will turn out easy to learn for you.

V. Cyrus’ interest in learning about military tactics
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It is necessary, since you are eager to learn about all these things, that you learn to employ not only
these strategies but that you yourself also be a fashioner of the engines of war against your enemies,

just as musicians, too, not only use what they have learned but also try to fashion other new tunes.

VI. On the Simplicity of Knowledge and the Importance of Paying Attention
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It is the case that generals differ from one another, in matters of strategy in which some are better
and some are worse, not because of judgment but obviously because of attentiveness. For what all
generals and most private citizens understand is performed by some leaders and not by others.

VII. Why this rarity? The only other extant coupling of supetlative philanthripia and philomatheia
Athenagoras (c. 176-177 C.E.) praises Marcus Aurelius and Commodus (cf. gihavOpwnotdtey noi
priopabeotatov Baothéwy, Leg. 2.1.6-7). He calls them “most loving of learning” and “most
knowledgeable” for their familiarity with the writings of Moses and other prophets (cf.

phopadeotatong xod Emotnpovestdtong, 9.1.4).



