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Greek

| Vedic

Avestic

1) The Indo-European Root : *H,er-, « to arrange », and Justice/ Truth

dppa, « chariot », dpuovia, « harmony »
— cf. Aixn Simonides, fr. 11.12: 6ging dppa dikng, «the
chariot of the Justice Goddess (see Watkins 1979)
— *deik- > dixn : rtdsya ma pradiso vardhayanty (RV VIII,
100, 4c) : « The instructions of Truth strenghten me » (Watkins
1979)
— Hesiod, Opera et dies, 9-10 (Watkins 1979) :
KADOL By Aoy Te, dtkn &' tOuve Oéuotac
Tov &y 8¢ ke Mlépoy émruua puOnoaiunyv.
Give ear to me [Zeus], watching and listening, and straigthen the
verdicts on behalf of Justice ; as for me, I will proclaim truths for
Perses [...].

rtd-, « Order », « Truth », « Justice » / driih-, « the deceit », « the lie » (cf. dn-rta) > Mitra-
Varuna (asura)

—RVIL23,3:

a vibhadhya parirapas tamamsi ca jyotismantam rdtham rtdsya tisthasi /

bihaspate bhimdm amitraddmbhanam raksohdnam gotrabhidam svarvidam //

After you have scattered calomny and darkness, you climb upon the brillant chariot of the Order,
O Brhaspati, this terrible chariot which destroies the ennemies, killes the demons, crackes the
prison of the cows, provides the sun.

— RV 1V, 42, 4c-d (Watkins 1979) :

rténa putrd dditer rtava+utd tridhati prathayad vi bhitma //

Through this order [in my speech] (trhough this true assertion), may Aditi’s son possess the order
and extend threefoldly the earth far away !

asa-, « Order », « Truth », « Justice » / driij-, « The Deceit », « the
Lie » > Ahura Mazda,

> asa- and DA-, « to grant », « to establish » (< *deH;- or *dheH,- ;
> 0¢-potag ) :

— Y 29, 10 and 31, 5 asa data : « may you establish in accordance
with Justice... » (cf. Y 31, 3) ; Yy 2, 13 : asahe datais : in
accordance with the laws of Justice (Humbach 1991 1I : 93)
—Y33,1:

yadais i%a varasaite ya data anhdus paouruiiehiia

ratis SiiaoVand razista droguuataéca hiiatca asauné

yeXiiaca hamomiidasaite midahiia yaca hoi arazuud.

Just as by those (present), so the straightest actions which [follow]
the laws of the primeval Existence shall be performed by the judge,
both for the deceitful one and for him who [is] truthful, as well as
for that one whose faults and straighten virtues are reckoned
together.

— RV 1, 123, 9¢ : rtdsya dhdman

2) The Indo-Européan root *seHdh-

— 10V¢ : straight, correct > g00V¢ : « immediate »,
« direct »

sadhyati : to reach a goal, to success, siddha-, « perfect », sidhyati (idem),
sadhu- : « straight », « correct », « good »

3) The Indo-European root *sed-, « to seat » > « to look for a sit » > « to go »

— 080¢ : « road », « way »

— Pindar, fr. 94b, 61-65 :

dMa Sikag 0dovg /mig]tag £pidn[og]v.

[...] but [they] cherishe the faithful path of justice.

— sddana-, sddman- : « a seat »
—RV1IV,42,4a-b:
ahdm apé apinvam uksdamana dhardyam divam sddana rtdsya /
[Varuna] : I blew up the springing waters, I sustained the seat of the Order.

4) The Indo-European root *pentheH- |/ pnthH-, « way », « path »

6 mdrog, « a path »

| pdntha- | pathi- : « path »

| pado : « path »

5) The Indo-European root *sek*- : « to join », « to follow »

gmouau, « to follow »

| SAC- (sacate), « to join », « to follow (with body or mind) »

| HAC- (hacate), « to join », « to agree »

6) The Indo-European root *per-, « to bring over », « to let cross over », « to save » (LIV p. 472)

peiro > peraino (Chantraine p. 871) : « to achieve »

| piparti, « to bring across », para- : « the further bank »

| Apteu-Bapng - (rtam-paras) : PN ; porota- : « bridge »

7) Indo-European Root : *k#oj-, « to punish », « to let pay a debt »

— t(e)i-n-timai, « to let pay the penalty, to avenge, to punish »,
tisis « revenge »
— poiné, « penalty, punishment »

— cayate, « to let pay a debt, to punish »,
— cetf-, « punisher »,
— rna-ci-t-, « he who let pay the debts »

— aav. kaéna , « punishment », ci-n-uuant- « paying a penalty »
— jav. civa- « retribution, penalty », cidiia- « to be paid as a
retribution », cidangm « of the one who pay a retribution »
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Hesiod and Homer (H)
§1 Hesiod, Opera et dies, 213-213 :
‘Q ITépom, ov &' dxove dikng und' VP Speihe: 1
VPBpPLS Yap TE Kok Selhd Bpot®, 008e uev E60AOg
pndimg pepépev dvvatal, Baptbel 8¢ 6' VT’ avTig
gykupoog dtnow: 680¢ &' EtépngL TapehOetv
Kpeloowv &g Td dixawa: dikn &' vmep VPpLog toyer 5
¢c Téhog £Eehbotoa mabwv 8¢ te vimog &yvo.
avtika yap tpéyel ‘Opkog Gua okoMfjol diknow:
g 8¢ Alkng pd0og Ehkouévng 1) x' dvdpeg dywot
dwpogadyol, okolflg d¢ dikng Kpivowor Béuotac

¢

1} 8' €xeton Khaiovoo oMY Kai j0ga Aadv, 10
Nnépa Eo0oauévy, Kakodv aAvBphmolol pépovoa,
ol Té& wv ¢Eehdowot kal ovk iBetav Eveluoy.
ot 8¢ dixac Eeivolol Kai Evdnpoiot didodotv

iBstac kol u T TopekPaivovol dikaiov,

totol TéOnhe oM, Aaol &' dvOetowy év avTf 15
glpnvn &' Ava YAV KovpoTpOPog, 0VSE TToT' AdTOlG
dpyaréov morepov tekpaipetol evpvoma Zevs:

o08¢ mot' 1VdiknoL pet' dvdpdor Mpog dmndet

008" &, Baking 6¢ peunioto Epya vépoviod.

As for you, Perses, give heed to justice and do not foster
Outrageousness. For Outrageousness is evil in a worthless mortal ;
and even a fine man cannot bear he easily, but encounters calamities
and then is weighted down under her. The better road is the one
towards what is just, passing her by on the other side. Justice wins
out over Outrageousness when she arrives at the end : but the fool
only knows this after he has suffered. For at once Oath starts to run
along beside crooked judgments, and there is a clamor when Justice
is dagged where men, gift-eaters, carry her off and pronounce
verdicts with crooked judgments ; but she stays, weeping with the
city and the people’s abodes, clad in invisibility, bearing evil to the
human beings who drive her out and do not deal straight. But those
who give straight judgments to foreigners and fellow-citizens and
do not turn aside from justice at all, their city blooms and the people
in it flower. For them, Peace, the nurse of the young, is on the earth,
and far-proclaiming Zeus never marks out war ; nor does famine
attend straight-judging men, nor calamity, but they share out in
festivities the fruit of the labors they care for [...]. (Hesiod, Opera
et Dies, 213-221; transl. Glenn W. Most, slightly modified).

Indo-Iranian sacred texts (I)
§1 RV I, 124, 3 (to Dawn ; see Nagy 1990) :
esd divo duhitd prdty adarsi jyotir vdsanda samand purdstat /
rta'syal pdnt"am dnv eti *sad"i prajanativa nd diso" minati //3//
This daughter of Sky appeared as usual, wearing light, from the East ; she straightly walks

along the path of Justice / Truth ; like someone who knows the directions, she doesn’t
transgress them.

§2 RV 1, 123, 8-9 (to Dawn) :

sadfsir adyd sadysir id u $v6 dirg"dm sacante® vdarunasya d"dma /
anavadyds trimsdtam yojanany ékaika krdtum pdri yanti sadydh //8//
janaty dhnah prat"amdsya ndma Sukrd krsndd ajanista svitici /

rtdsya yosa nd mindti 'd"amdhar-ahar niskrtdm acdrantt //9//

Of similar aspect today and tomorrow, [the Dawns] follow Varuna’s enduring institution.
Irreproachable, they travel three hundred miles and each in turn they reach their purpose in
one day. She, knowing the name of the first day, radiant, is born from darkness, whitish. This
maiden doesn’t transgress the institution of Truth while coming day by day, well-adorned.

§3 RV 1, 46, 11a : db"ad u Spardm étave pdnt"a rtasya sad"uya /

ddarsi vi srutir divdh //

The paths of Truth were born in order to reach straightly the other bank ; the street of the sky
appeared.

§4 Y 51, 13 : ta droguuato maradaitt daéna orozaus haidim.

yehiia uruud xraodaitt ’cinuuato poratd® aka

x'ais. Siiao%anais hizuuasca asahiia' nqsuud pado*

In such a way, the [personified] religious view of the deceitful one neglects the essence of
what is straight. On the bridge of expiation his soul will recoil [from him], faced with the fact
that he had strayed from the path of Truth through his own actions and those of [his] tongue
(transl. Humbach modified).

§5 RV I, 152, 1-2 (Mitra-Varuna) :

yuvdm vdstrani pivasd vasat"e yuvor dc"idra mdantavo ha sdrgah /
dvdtiratam dnytani visva rténa mitravaruna sacet"e //1//

etdc cand tvo vi ciketad esam satyé mdntrah kavisastd fg"avan /

trirdsrim hanti cdturasrir ugré devanido ha prat"ama ajiiryan //2//

apad eti prat"amd padvdtinam kds tdd vam mitravarund ciketa /

gdrb"o b"ardm b"araty a cid asya rtdm piparty® dnrtam ni tarit //3//

Both you wear fatty clothes ; your thoughts are uninterrupted flows [of soma / of rain]. You
overcome every untruth ; O Mitra-Varuna, you join the Truth. [...] A lot of people don’t

Orphic tradition and philosophers (P)
§1 Papyrus of Derveni 1V, 7-9, quoting Heraclit, f{. 94
DK: fio[g ¢wut]ot koatd @iow avBpmmniov gupog
10d0¢ [¢otL,] To p[eyebolg oy VmepParlwv eik[oTag
ol]poc eg[Upouvg] [E0D] el 6¢ plv, Epuwie Vv
gEevpnoovol[v, Atkng' érikovpot.
The sun, according to its own nature, is a human foot as regarding its

width, not exceeding in size the visible limits of its width. Or else the
Erinyes, assistant of Dike, will find it out.

§2 Plato, Leges, 716a, quoting an Orphic speech about
Dike (attested as Orphic by the theogony of the Derveni
Papyrus) :

O puev &) Bedg, Homep Kai 6 Tahadg MOYos, dpynv te
Kol TeElevT v Kol péoa Tdv Ovimv amdvimv Exmv,
2e00¢siq Smepaivel Katd QOO TEPLTOPEVOUEVOS TD
8¢ del ovvémerar’ Aikn T@v dmoleutopévav ot Ogiov
vOUOU TLHwPOG [...]

The gods who holds, according to the old tradition, the beginning, the
end and the middle of all beings, directly brings them to their natural

limit while circuliing around, whereas Justice always follow him,
punishing those who wander from the divine law.

§3 OF 233 Bernabé
1® 8¢ Atkn' molMimorvog Egéoneto’ maowv dpwyoc.
Dike of many punishment follows him, protectin equally everyone.

§4 Parmenides, fr. 1
gvOo mohaw Nuktog te kol "Huotog eiol kehevbwv, 1
Kai ogag vrépOupov dupig Exel kol Muvog ovd6g
avtol &' albépron mAfvToL peyaholol Bupétpols:
TV 8¢ Aikn moldmowvoc’ #xel kKintdag dpoyfoi.
... Kai pe 0ed wpdppwv vrediEaro, yeipa 8¢ xewpi 5
deErtepnv EAev, OOe &' Emoc pdTo Kai pe TpoonHda
® KoUp' ABAVATOLOL GVVEOPOS TVIOYXOLOLY,
{tmolg Taib oe pEPovaLy IKAvmv NUETEPOV 8,
xoip', émel ol o8 potpa Kok mpobmepme véeobon
V' 686V (1) yap 4T’ dvOphrwv xTOC TdTov £oTiv),
A Oéc! T Btk Te. Yped 8¢ ot mAvTa TvOEoOall
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understand that of you — the true formula proclaimed by the poets is very efficient : « The
four-points slays the three points ». The enemies of the gods first grew old. « Footless she
goes first among those who have feet (Dawn) ». Who could understand that of you, O Mitra-
Varuna « The embryo (Agni) bears (produces) the bearer of this [world] ; it brings across the
Truth, it overcame the untruth (during the night) » (Agni).

§7 RV VII, 60, 6-7 :
imé "cetdro dnrtasya bhiirer mitré aryamd vdruno hi sdnti /

imd rtdsya vavydhur duroné sagmasah putra dditer ddabdhah //5//
For those are the punishers of the many untruthes (injustices), Mitra, Aryaman, Varuna. They
grew up in the house of the Truth, powerful, sons of Aditi, impossible to deceive / to break.

§10RV VII, 104, 12 :

suvijiiandm cikituse janaya sdc casac vdcast pasprdhate /

tdyor ydt satydm yatardd Fjiyas tdd it sémo ’vati hdnti dsat //

There is an important distinction for someone who is attentive : the being (true) speech is in
competition with the non-being. Among both, Soma helps the one which is true, which is
straight, whereas he slays the non-being one.

§11 RV III, 31,5:

vilaii satir ab"i d"tra atrndan pracdhinvan mdnasa saptd viprah /

visvam avindan pat"yam rtdsya prajandnn it td ndmasd vivesa //

Although the Dawns were in their solid prison, the seven wises inspired poets delivered them,
urging them with mind. The poets discovered the whole path of Truth and, discerning it,
entered it with hommage.

§12 RV 111, 55, 14c-d :

rtdsya sddman’® vi carami vidvan mahdd devanam asuratvdam ékam [/14//
I ramble about in the seat of Truth, knowing the great single lordship of the gods.

nuev AlnBdeing evkvkhéog drpept frop

N8¢ Bpotdv 8OENC, Talg 0VK Evi ioTig AANOTC.

AMM' Epmng Kol Tobta padioeo, g Ta dokovvto
yPTv dokipmg eivar did mavtog mévta *mepdvra.15
There stands the gates between the journeys of night and the day,
enclosed at top and bottom by a lintel and threshold of stone, and
themselves fitting closely to a great arfchitrave in the aether. Justice
of many punishments controls the keys of this alternation [...] And
the goddess received me warmy, and taking my right hand in hers
spoke as folloaws and addressed me : « Welcome, O youth, arriving
at our dwelling as consort of immortal charioteers and mares which
carry you ; no ill fate sent you forth to travel on this way, which is far
removed indeed from the step of men, but right and justice. You must
be informed of everything, both of the unmoved heart of persuasive
reality and of the beliefs of the mortals, which comprises no genuine
conviction; nevertheless you shall learn these also, how it was
necessary that things that are believed to be should have their being in
general acceptance, ranging through all things from end to end [...]
(transl. Coxon 2009 : 48-55, slightly modified).

§5 Parmenides, fr. 8.13-18 and 29-38 DK

viyveoBai T ap' avtd- 1ol elvekev ovte yevéabau 1
ol SAAvobaL dvijke Aikn yohdoooa mTEdNLOLY,

AMN Eyer 1) 08 xptolc epl TovTV &v TMLY' oLy

gotv 1) ovk EoTiv' kékpiTal 8' ovv, homep dvdykn,
TV puev v avomtov dvarvopov (o0 yop dAndneg 5
gotv_2086¢), T &' Hote méhewy kail ETHTVHOV ELvVaL.
Therefore Justice did not loosen it (the being) in her fetters and move
it either to come to be or to perish but holds it fast, and the decision
regarding these things depends of that of the issue, is or is not. Now it
has been decided, as was necessary, to leave the one way
unconceived and nameless, since it is not a true way, and for the other
to be a way and authentic (fr. 8.13-18 DK, translated by Coxon 2009 :
64 and 70-74, slightly modified)

§6 Pindar, Pythian 111, 103 :

el 8¢ vOE TIg Eyxel

Ovatdv dhabeiag 680V, xp1) TPOG LAKAPMV
TUYYAVOVT' £V TTOOYEUEY.

If anybody understands the path of truth, he must be happy with what
good the blessed gods allot him.
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