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I. ARISTOTLE ON THE PYTHAGOREANS AND HIPPASUS OF METAPONTUM (CA. 510-CA. 450 BCE)
(IAMBLICHUS, ON THE GENERAL MATHEMATICAL SCIENCE 77.4-24)

“Pythagoras came from Ionia, more precisely from Samos, at the time of the tyranny of
Polycrates, when Italy was at its height, and the first men of the city-states became his
associates. The older of these [men] he addressed in a simple style, since they, who had little
leisure on account of their being occupied in political affairs, had trouble when he conversed
with them in terms of learning and demonstrations. He thought that they would fare no
worse if they knew what to do, even if they lacked the explanation for it, just as people
under medical care fare no worse when they do not additionally hear the reason why they are
to do each thing in their treatment. The younger of these [men], however, who had the
ability to endure the education, he conversed with in terms of demonstrations and learning.
So, then, these men [i.e. the mathematicians] are descended from the latter group, as are the
others [i.e. the acousmatics] from the former group.”* And concerning Hippasus, our sources
say that while he was one of the Pythagoreans, he was drowned at sea for committing heresy, on
account of being the first to publish, in written form, the sphere, which was constructed from
twelve pentagons. He gained his reputation from discovering this, but all such discoveries
were from ‘that man’ - so they call Pythagoras, and they do not call him by name.

1 Bold passages are direct quotation of Aristotle by Iamblichus. Italicized passages are likely to be lamblichus” own
voice. Passages in unadorned text are unclear in origin, but likely to be summaries of Aristotle’s writing by
Iamblichus.
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BpkéaOat v MuBayodpav ZE Bwviag ka? Zapov Katl tv MoAvkpdtoug Tupavvida kal
Ekualovong fradiag, kol yevéoOat cuvrOeig Tolg TPWTOULG v TalZg TOAECL. TOUTWV
80 tollg WAv mpeoButépolg Kall BoxdAolg S T Av TOALTIKOMG <Ttpdyuact KatéxeoOat,>” fg
XOAeTy By 8@ T@v pabnudtwy kol Brodeifewv Avtuyxavely, Az StaAexOivau,
EyoVuevov oZ6lv Bttov ApeAelioOat Bv kal Bvev ¢ altiag eA5otag Ti Sel mpatteLy, Homep
Kol o Batpevouevol o tpooakovovTeg S Ti aitolg Ikaocta mpakTéov oSy Birtov
Tuyxavouat T Byeiag. Aoolg 8@ vewTépolg AveTuyyave Kol Suvauévolg Tovelv Kol
uavOavety, Tollg tolovTtolg S Bmodei§ewg kol v pabnudatwy Bvetuyyavev. atod uv
oldv llvau BNl tovTwy, Bkeivoug 82 B v Brépwv. Tepld S'Bmmdoov A€youvay, Bg By plv v
MuBayopelwyv, S 08 TAREeveyKely Kol ypdhaoOat tpltog opalpay v Bk @y dwdeka
TEVTAYWVWY AtdAoito katld BdAattay B¢ BoePrioag, d6&av o7 AaBol Ag <elpwv>2, elval &
mavta Bkelvou Tol Bvdpd¢- Tpooayopevouat yEp olftw v NMuBaydpav Kal ol KaAoloLy
Evépartt.

I1. ARCHYTAS OF TARENTUM (CA. 420-CA.350 BCE) ON HIS PREDECESSORS (F 1 HUFFMAN =
PORPHYRY, COMMENTARY ON THE HARMONICS OF PTOLEMY 1.3; TRANSLATED AFTER HUFFMAN)

Those who distinguish the sciences seem to me to do so well, and there is nothing strange (in
suggesting that) they understand individual things correctly, what sort they are. For, after they
made good distinctions between the nature of wholes, they were on their way to see well
concerning things, what sort they are, part by part. In fact, concerning the speed of the stars
and their risings and settings, they handed down to us a clear distinction; the same goes
concerning geometry and numbers and — not least (of all) - music. For these sciences seem to be
akin.

KaABG ot dokolvTL ToR Ttepd T pabrjpata dtayvauey kol oldRy Bromov BpOr atovg, old
Bvty, epl BkdoTou @povey. Tepd yip TAG v BAwy pUotlog KaAZ dtayvovteg BueAioy Kol
TePl TV KAl LEPOC, OlA BvTl, KaARG EeloBat. mep( te 8 TG v BoTtpwy TaxuTltog Kl
EritoAly kal duolwy Tapedwkay Buly cagd dtdyvwotv Kol tepl yauetplog Kol BplOuly
Kol ol BKlota TTEP LwOolKEG. Talta yZp t padruata Sokolvt eluev BSeApEd.

So they first undertook the examination of the fact that sounds could not exist unless impacts of
things against one another were to happen. And they said,”an impact happens whenever
things in motion collide and fall upon one another. Some moving in opposite directions, when
they meet, make a sound as each slows the other down, but others moving in the same direction
but not with equal speed, being overtaken by the ones rushing upon them and being struck,
make a sound. In fact, many of these sounds cannot be recognized because of our nature, some
because of the weakness of the blow, others because of the length of the separation from us, and
others because of the excess of the magnitude. For the excess of the magnitude of sounds does

2 Supplied from Iamblichus’ de Vita Pythagorica 88, which has nearly the same text.
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not steal into our hearing, just as nothing is poured into narrow-mouthed cups, whenever
someone pours out too much.”

Tplitov Yy olv Bok€Pavto, Bt o duvatdy Botiy eluey Yooy ui yevnOeloag mAnydg
Tvwv ToT’ BAANAa. mAayly &’ Bpayv yiveoBal, Bkka @ pepdueva, U2 ol 82 Taxel,
mepKaTaAapBavopeva tapl v Bripepouévwy TUTTOUEVA TTOLERY PA@OoV. TTOAAORG Uiy
o altly ok elval Ay T @UoEL ooug TE YLVWoKeaOat, Tolg ulv 1@ tlv BoBevelay TG
Ay, Tolg 87 S T RKkog TG B’ Bullv Bmootdotlog, Tvig 82 kol S tv BrepfoAllv Tol
pey€0eoc- o ylp mtapadvecOal B¢ tlv Bkolv Bulv g ueydAwg v Yépwy, Botep old’ kg
T ovoTopa TAY TELXEWY, BIKKA TTOAV TIG Bk ) €D, ooy Ryyeltal.

So, then, of the sounds reaching our perception, those which arrive quickly and strongly from
impacts appear high in pitch, but those which arise slowly and weakly seem to be low in
pitch...etc.

T plv olv totui{mrovta ot v aloBacty @ ulv v tAaylv tax@ mapayvetal Ko
<Boxvplc>, BEEapalvetal, T 07 Bpadeéwg Kol BoBeveéwc, Bapea SoKoBVTL EANEV...

ITI. ARISTOXENUS OF TARENTUM (CA. 375-CA. 300 BCE) ON HIPPASUS’ EXPERIMENTS (F 90
WEHRLI = SCHOLIUM TO PLATQ’S PHAEDO 180D4; TRANSLATED BY BARKER)

[On the phrase “Skill of Glaucus” (TAavkov téxvn)] It is said either of things that are not
accomplished easily, or of things that are made with great care and skill. For a certain Hippasus
made four bronze discs in such a way that while their diameters were equal, the thickness of the
first disc was epitritic in relation to that of the second, hemiolic in relation to that of the third,
and double that of the fourth, and when they were struck they produced a concord.

v pE Badiwg Katepyalouevwy, v Ttdvu BrpeAl Kol Bvtexvwg eZpyacUEvwy.
Enmacog YEp TG KaTaoKeVaoe XaAKOG TETTEPAG SloKOUG oltwG, AoTe TG WAV SLaUETPOUG
oty Aoag Brdpxely, T 67 Tol tpwytou dlokou Ttdyog Bnitpitov Py eBval Tol SevTEpov,
EutdAov 8@ tol tpltov, dutAdoiov 88 Tol TETAPTOV, KPOVOUEVOUG & TOUTOUG BriTeAErY
oup@wviay Tvd.
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